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To authenticate a document, the Secretary must compare the of�f�icial's seal and signature on the document 
with a specimen of the of�f�icial's seal and signature on f�ile in the Department. If no specimen is on f�ile in 
the Department, the Secretary must require that the document be authenticated by an of�f�icial for whom 
the Department does have a specimen. The Secretary must also verify the of�f�icial's authority to perform 
a particular act when the law of a foreign jurisdiction requires it to be verif�ied before it will recognize 
the authenticity of the document. When the Secretary is able to authenticate the of�f�icial's seal, signature, 
position, and authority, the Secretary shall sign and issue a certif�icate of authentication. The certif�icate of 
authentication shall be appended to the document on a separate sheet. (1998-228, s. 14; 2005-391, s. 6.)
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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