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The following def�initions apply in this Article:

Authentication. - Certif�ication of the genuineness of an of�f�icial's signature, seal, or position within the 
State of North Carolina so the document can be recognized in a foreign jurisdiction.

Department. - The Department of the Secretary of State.

Foreign jurisdiction. - A jurisdiction outside the State of North Carolina.

Foreign of�f�icial. - An individual authorized by a foreign jurisdiction to attest to the genuineness of a 
document or to the position of an individual within that foreign jurisdiction.

Notary public. - Def�ined in G.S. 10B-3.

Of�f�icial. - An individual who is a notary public, an individual who is elected or appointed to hold an of�f�ice 
in State government, or an individual who is elected or appointed to hold an of�f�ice in a local governmental 
unit of this State.

Secretary. - The Secretary of State.

Specimen. - A record of a person's signature, seal, or position as an of�f�icial within the State maintained in 
the Department. (1998-228, s. 14; 2005-391, s. 5.)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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