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§ 63-27(a) Of�fense. - A person commits the of�fense of operation of an aircraft while impaired if 
he operates an aircraft, whether on the ground or in the air or on water, within this 
State:

(1) While under the inf�luence of an impairing substance; or

(2) After having consumed suf�f�icient alcohol that he has, at any relevant time after 
the operating of an aircraft, an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more.

The relevant def�initions contained in G.S. 20-4.01 shall apply to this section.

§ 63-27(b) Defense precluded. - The fact that a person charged with violating this section is or 
has been legally entitled to use alcohol or a drug is not a defense to a charge under this 
section.

§ 63-27(c) Pleading. - In any prosecution for operating an aircraft while impaired, the pleading 
is suf�f�icient if it states the time and place of the alleged of�fense in the usual form and 
charges that the defendant operated the aircraft within this State while subject to an 
impairing substance.

§ 63-27(d) Chemical Analysis. - Any person who operates an airplane or other aircraft, whether 
on the ground or in the air or on the water within the territorial limits of this State gives 
consent to chemical analysis if he is charged with the of�fense of operating an aircraft 
while impaired.  The charging of�f�icer must designate the type of chemical analysis 
to be administered, and it may be administered when he has reasonable grounds to 
believe that the person charged has committed the specif�ied crime.  The chemical 

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 42496d42…825230



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  6 3 - 2 7

analysis shall be performed pursuant to the procedures established under Chapter 20 
of the General Statutes applying to motor vehicle violations with the exception that if 
the person charged refuses to be tested, the charging of�f�icer shall, in writing, notify 
the local of�f�ice of the Federal Aviation Administration of the individual's refusal.  The 
results of any chemical tests administered pursuant to this section will be admissible 
into evidence at trial on the of�fense charged and a written report of the test results 
shall be made available to the local of�f�ice of the Federal Aviation Administration.

§ 63-27(e)

C L A S S  I  F E L O N Y

Punishment. - A person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 Provided, however, for a second and all subsequent convictions of this section, a 
person shall be guilty of a Class I felony.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

5  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1929 1962 1994

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1929 c. 90, s. 3 E N A C T E D

02 1953 c. 675, s. 8 A M E N D E D

03 1987 c. 818, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1993 c. 539, ss. 497, 1279 A M E N D E D

05 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-4.01 (a) "The relevant def�initions contained in"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 63-27 (1994).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 63-27(a) (1994).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1929, c. 90, s. 3; 1953, c. 675, s. 8; 1987, c. 818, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, ss. 497, 1279; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)
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