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§ 62-81(a) All cases or proceedings, declared to be or properly classif�ied as general rate cases 
under G.S. 62-137, or any proceedings which will substantially af�fect any utility's 
overall level of earnings or rate of return, shall be set for trial or hearing by the 
Commission, which trial or hearing shall be set to commence within 180 days of the 
institution or f�iling thereof. All such cases or proceedings shall be subject to the 
time frame established under G.S. 62-134(b). All such cases or proceedings shall be 
tried or heard and decided in accordance with the ratemaking procedure set forth in 
G.S. 62-133 and such cases shall be given priority over all other cases or proceedings 
pending before the Commission. In all such cases the Commission shall make a 
transcript of the evidence and testimony presented and received by it and shall furnish 
a copy thereof to any party so requesting by the third business day after the taking of 
such evidence and testimony.

§ 62-81(b) Any public utility f�iling or applying for an increase in rates for electric, telephone, 
natural gas, water, or sewer service shall notify its customers proposed to be af�fected 
by such increase of such f�iling by regular mail, by newspaper publications, or by 
electronic means, as directed by the Commission, within 30 days of such f�iling, which 
notice shall state that the Commission shall set and shall conduct a trial or hearing 
with respect to such f�iling or application within 180 days of said f�iling date. All other 
public utilities shall give such notice in such manner as shall be prescribed by the 
Commission.

§ 62-81(c)
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In cases or proceedings f�iled with and pending before the Commission, where 
either (i) the total annual revenue requested, or (ii) where the total annual revenue 
increase requested, is less than two million dollars ($2,000,000), even though all or 
a substantial portion of the rate structure is being initially established or is under 
review, the chairman of the Commission may refer the proceeding to a panel of three 
commissioners or to a hearing commissioner or to a hearing examiner for hearing.

§ 62-81(d) In all proceedings for an increase in rates and all other proceedings declared to be 
general rate cases under G.S. 62-137, the Commission shall conduct the hearing or 
portions of the hearing within the area of the State served by the public utility whose 
rates are under consideration, provided this subsection shall not apply to proceedings 
held pursuant to G.S. 62-133.2 and G.S. 62-133.4.

§ 62-81(e) Repealed by Session Laws 2021-23, s. 10, ef�fective May 17, 2021.

§ 62-81(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, or other provisions of this Chapter 
which would otherwise require a hearing, where there is no signif�icant public protest 
received within 30 days of the publication of notice of a proposed rate change for a 
water or sewer utility, the Commission may decide the proceeding based on the record 
without a trial or hearing, provided said utility and all other parties of record have 
waived their right to any such hearing. Any decision made pursuant to this subsection 
shall be made in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 62-133 or 62-133.1.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1963 1992 2021
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1963 c. 1165, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 1074 A M E N D E D

03 1975 c. 45 A M E N D E D
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04 1975 c. 243, ss. 6, 9 A M E N D E D

05 1975 c. 867, s. 6 A M E N D E D

06 1977 c. 468, s. 15 A M E N D E D

07 1981 c. 193, s. 3 A M E N D E D

08 1981 c. 439 A M E N D E D

09 2021 S.L. 2021-23, ss. 10, 25 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

5  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 62-137 (a) "classif�ied as general rate cases under"

G.S. 62-134(b) (a) "to the time frame established under"

G.S. 62-133 (a) "the ratemaking procedure set forth in"

G.S. 62-133.2 (d) "apply to proceedings held pursuant to"

G.S. 62-133.4 (d) "held pursuant to G.S. 62-133.2 and"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-81 (2021).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-81(a) (2021).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1963, c. 1165, s. 1; 1973, c. 1074; 1975, c. 45; c. 243, ss. 6, 9; c. 867, s. 6; 1977, c. 468, s. 15; 1981, c. 193, s. 3; c. 439; 2021-23, 
ss. 10, 25.)
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