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§ 62-48(a)

B U R D E N  O F  P R O O F

The  Commission  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  initiate  or  appear  in  such 
proceedings before federal and State courts and agencies as in its opinion may be 
necessary to secure for the users of public utility service in this State just and 
reasonable rates and service; provided, however, that the Commission shall not appear 
in any State appellate court in support of any order or decision of the Commission 
entered in a proceeding in which a public utility had the burden of proof.

§ 62-48(b) The Commission may, when appearing before federal courts and agencies on behalf 
of the using and consuming public in matters relating to the wholesale rates and 
supply of natural gas, employ, subject to the approval of the Governor, private legal 
counsel and be reimbursed for any resulting legal fees and costs from past and 
future refunds received by the North Carolina natural gas distribution companies, 
and may establish procedures for those natural gas distribution companies to set 
aside reasonable amounts of those refunds for this purpose. The Commission is also 
authorized to establish procedures whereby the State may be reimbursed from past 
and future refunds received by the North Carolina natural gas distribution companies 
for travel expenses incurred by staf�f members of the Commission and Public Staf�f 
designated to provide assistance to the Commission's private legal counsel in natural 
gas matters before federal courts and agencies.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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