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§ 62-135(a) Notwithstanding an order of suspension of an increase in rates, any public utility 
except a common carrier may, subject to the provisions of subsections (b), (c) and (d) 
hereof, put such suspended rate or rates into ef�fect upon the expiration of six months 
after the date when such rate or rates would have become ef�fective, if not so suspended, 
by notifying the Commission and its consumers of its action in making such increase 
not less than 10 days prior to the day when it shall be placed in ef�fect; provided, 
however, that utilities engaged in the distribution of utility commodities bought at 
wholesale by the utility for distribution to consumers may put such suspended rate 
or rates, to the extent occasioned by changes in the wholesale rate of such utility 
commodity, into ef�fect at the expiration of 30 days after the date when such rate or 
rates would become ef�fective if not so suspended; provided that no rate or rates shall 
be left in ef�fect longer than one year unless the Commission shall have rendered its 
decision upon the reasonableness thereof within such period. This  section to become 
ef�fective July 1, 1963.

§ 62-135(b) No rate or rates placed in ef�fect pursuant to this section shall result in an increase of 
more than twenty percent (20%) on any single rate classif�ication of the public utility.

§ 62-135(c) No rate or rates shall be placed in ef�fect pursuant to this section until the public 
utility has f�iled with the Commission a bond in a reasonable amount approved by the 
Commission, with sureties approved by the Commission, or an undertaking approved 
by the Commission, conditioned upon the refund in a manner to be prescribed by 
order of the Commission, to the persons entitled thereto of the amount of the excess 
plus interest from the date that such rates were put into ef�fect, if the rate or rates so 
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put into ef�fect are f�inally determined to be excessive. The amount of said interest shall 
be determined pursuant to G.S. 62-130(e).

§ 62-135(d) If the rate or rates so put into ef�fect are f�inally determined  to be excessive, the public 
utility shall make refund of the excess plus interest to its customers within 30 days 
after such f�inal determination, and the Commission shall set forth in its f�inal order 
the terms and conditions for such refund. If such refund is not paid in accordance 
with such order, any persons entitled to such refund may sue therefor, either jointly or 
severally, and be entitled to recover, in addition to the amount of the refund, all court 
costs and reasonable attorney fees for the plaintif�f, to be f�ixed by the court.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1933 1957 1981

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1933 c. 307, s. 7 E N A C T E D

02 1959 c. 422 A M E N D E D

03 1963 c. 1165, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1981 c. 461, s. 2 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 62-130(e) (c) "interest shall be determined pursuant to"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-135 (1981).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-135(a) (1981).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1933, c. 307, s. 7; 1959, c. 422; 1963, c. 1165, s. 1; 1981, c. 461, s. 2.)
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