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Authority of bishops, ministers, etc., to
acquire, hold and transfer property; prior
transfers validated.
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General Assembly

Whenever the laws, rules, or ecclesiastic polity of any church or religious sect, society or denomination,
commits to its duly elected or appointed bishop, minister or other ecclesiastical officer, authority to
administer its affairs, such duly elected or appointed bishop, minister or other ecclesiastical officer shall
have power to acquire by gift, purchase or otherwise, and to hold, improve, mortgage, sell and convey the
property, real or personal, of any such church or religious sect, society or denomination, for the purposes,
in the manner and otherwise as authorized and permitted by its laws, rules or ecclesiastic polity; and in
the event of the transfer, removal, resignation or death of any such bishop, minister or other ecclesiastical
officer, the title and all rights with respect to any such property shall pass to and become vested in his
duly elected or appointed successor immediately upon appointment or election, and pending appointment
or election of such successor, such title and rights shall be vested in such person or persons as shall be

designated by the laws, rules or ecclesiastic polity of such church or religious sect, society or denomination.

All deeds, deeds of trust, mortgages, wills or other instruments made prior to March 24, 1939, to or by a
duly elected or appointed bishop, minister or other ecclesiastical officer, who, at the time of the making of
any such deed, deed of trust, mortgage, will or other instrument, or thereafter, had authority to administer
the affairs of any church, religious sect, society or denomination under its laws, rules or ecclesiastic polity,
transferring property, real or personal, of any such church or religious sect, society or denomination, are
hereby ratified and declared valid; and all transfers of title and rights with respect to property, prior to
March 24, 1939, from a predecessor bishop, minister or other ecclesiastical officer who has resigned or
died, or has been transferred or removed, to his duly elected or appointed successor, by the laws, rules
or ecclesiastic polity of any such church, or religious sect, society or denomination, either by written
instruments or solely by virtue of the election or appointment of such successor, are also hereby ratified
and declared valid.
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This section shall not affect vested rights, or repeal any of the provisions of G.S. 61-1 to 61-4, or of G.S. 36-21

to 36-23.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1939 1940
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1939 c. 177 AN

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 61-1 "repeal any of the provisions of "

G.S. 36-21 "G.S. 61-1 to 61-4, or of”

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 61-5 (1939).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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