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In all criminal actions in any court, if the defendant is acquitted, nolle prosequi entered, or judgment 
against him is arrested, or if the defendant is discharged from arrest for want of probable cause, the costs, 
including the fees of all witnesses whom the judge before whom the trial took place shall certify to have 
been proper for the defense and prosecution, shall be paid by the prosecuting witness, whether marked 
on the bill or warrant or not, whenever the judge is of the opinion that there was not reasonable ground 
for the prosecution, or that it was not required by the public interest. If a greater number of witnesses 
have been summoned than were, in the opinion of the court, necessary to support the charge, the court 
may, even though it is of the opinion that there was reasonable ground for the prosecution, order the 
prosecuting witness to pay the attendance fees of such witnesses, if it appear that they were summoned 
at the prosecuting witness's special request.

Every judge is authorized to determine who the prosecuting witness  is at any stage of a criminal proceeding, 
whether before or after the bill of indictment has been found, or the defendant acquitted: Provided, that no 
person shall be made a prosecuting witness after the f�inding of the bill, unless he shall have been notif�ied 
to show cause why he should not be made the prosecuting witness of record.
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1 3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1799 c. 4, s. 19, P.R. E N A C T E D

02 1880 c. 558, P.R. A M E N D E D

03 1880 R.C., c. 35, s. 37 A M E N D E D

04 1868 S.L. 1868-9, c. 277 A M E N D E D

05 1874 S.L. 1874-5, c. 151 A M E N D E D

06 1879 c. 49 A M E N D E D

07 1879 Code, s. 737 A M E N D E D

08 1889 c. 34 A M E N D E D

09 Rev. s. 1295 R E C O D I F I E D

10 C.S. s. 1271 R E C O D I F I E D

11 1947 c. 781 A M E N D E D

12 1953 c. 675, s. 1 A M E N D E D

13 1971 c. 269, s. 11 A M E N D E D
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 6-49 (1971).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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