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§ 5A-17(a) A person found in criminal contempt may appeal in the manner provided for appeals 
in criminal actions, except appeal from a f�inding of contempt by a judicial of�f�icial 
inferior to a superior court judge is by hearing de novo before a superior court judge.

§ 5A-17(b) Upon appeal in a case where the judicial of�f�icial imposes conf�inement, a bail hearing 
shall be held within a reasonable time period after imposition of the conf�inement. The 
judicial of�f�icial holding the bail hearing shall be:

(1) A district court judge if the conf�inement is imposed by a clerk or magistrate.

(2) A superior court judge if the conf�inement is imposed by a district court judge.

(3) A superior court judge other than the superior court judge that imposed the 
conf�inement.

§ 5A-17(c) A person found in contempt and who has given notice of appeal may be retained in 
custody not more than 24 hours from the time of imposition of conf�inement without a 
bail determination being made by a judicial of�f�icial as designated under subdivisions 
(1) through (3) of subsection (b) of this section. If a designated judicial of�f�icial has not 
acted within 24 hours of the imposition of conf�inement, any judicial of�f�icial shall act 
under the provisions of subsection (b) of this section and hold the bail hearing.
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