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§ 5A-11(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), each of the following is criminal contempt:

(1) Willful behavior committed during the sitting of a court and directly tending 
to interrupt its proceedings.

(2) Willful behavior committed during the sitting of a court in its immediate view 
and presence and directly tending to impair the respect due its authority.

(3) Willful disobedience of, resistance to, or interference with a court's lawful 
process, order, directive, or instruction or its execution.

(4) Willful refusal to be sworn or af�f�irmed as a witness, or, when so sworn or 
af�f�irmed, willful refusal to answer any legal and proper question when the 
refusal is not legally justif�ied.

(5) Willful publication of a report of the proceedings in a court that is grossly 
inaccurate and presents a clear and present danger of imminent and serious 
threat to the administration of justice, made with knowledge that it was false 
or with reckless disregard of whether it was false. No person, however, may be 
punished for publishing a truthful report of proceedings in a court.

(6) Willful or grossly negligent failure by an of�f�icer of the court to perform his 
duties in an of�f�icial transaction.

(7) Willful or grossly negligent failure to comply with schedules and practices of 
the court resulting in substantial interference with the business of the court.
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(8) Willful refusal to testify or produce other information upon the order of a 
judge acting pursuant to Article 61 of Chapter 15A, Granting of Immunity to 
Witnesses.

(9) Willful communication with a juror in an improper attempt to inf�luence his 
deliberations.

(9a) Willful refusal by a defendant to comply with a condition of probation.

(9b) Willful refusal to accept post-release supervision or to comply with the terms 
of post-release supervision by a prisoner whose of�fense requiring post-release 
supervision is a reportable conviction subject to the registration requirement 
of Article 27A of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes. For purposes of this 
subdivision, "willful refusal to accept post-release supervision or to comply 
with the terms of post-release supervision" includes, but is not limited to, 
knowingly violating the terms of post-release supervision in order to be 
returned to prison to serve out the remainder of the supervisee's sentence.

(10) Any other act or omission specif�ied elsewhere in the General Statutes of North 
Carolina as grounds for criminal contempt.

The grounds for criminal contempt specif�ied here are exclusive, regardless of any 
other grounds for criminal contempt which existed at common law.

§ 5A-11(b) No person may be held in contempt under this section on the basis of the content 
of any broadcast, publication, or other communication unless it presents a clear and 
present danger of an imminent and serious threat to the administration of criminal 
justice.

§ 5A-11(c) This section is subject to the provisions of G.S. 7A-276.1, Court orders prohibiting 
publication or broadcast of reports of open court proceedings or reports of public 
records banned.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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1977 1994 2011

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1977 c. 711, s. 3 E N A C T E D

02 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 19, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 2011 S.L. 2011-307, s. 6 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7A-276.1 (c) "is subject to the provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 5A-11 (2011).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 5A-11(a) (2011).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1977, c. 711, s. 3; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 19, s. 1; 2011-307, s. 6.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1
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