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In all those cases where a minister or other person authorized by law to perform marriage ceremonies 
has failed to f�ile his return thereof in the of�f�ice of the register of deeds who issued the license for such 
marriage, the register of deeds of such county is authorized to issue a delayed marriage certif�icate upon 
being furnished with one or more of the following:

The af�f�idavit of at least two witnesses to the marriage ceremony;

The af�f�idavit of one or both parties to the marriage, accompanied by the af�f�idavit of at least one witness to 
the marriage ceremony;

The af�f�idavit of the minister or other person authorized by law who performed the marriage ceremony, 
accompanied by the af�f�idavit of one or more witnesses to the ceremony or one of the parties thereto.

When proof as required by the three methods set forth in subdivisions (1), (2), and (3) above is not available 
with respect to any marriage alleged to have been performed prior to January 1, 1935, the register of deeds 
is authorized to accept the af�f�idavit of any one of the persons named in subdivisions (1), (2), and (3) and in 
addition thereto such other proof in writing as he may deem suf�f�icient to establish the marriage and any 
facts relating thereto; provided, however, that if the evidence of�fered under this paragraph is insuf�f�icient to 
convince the register of deeds that the marriage ceremony took place, or any of the pertinent facts relating 
thereto, the applicants may bring a special proceeding before the clerk of superior court of the county in 
which the purported marriage ceremony took place. The said clerk of the superior court is authorized to 
hear the evidence and make f�indings as to whether or not the purported ceremony took place and as to any 
pertinent facts relating thereto. If the clerk f�inds that the marriage did take place as alleged, he is to certify 
such f�indings to the register of deeds who is to then issue a delayed marriage certif�icate in accordance with 
the provisions of this section.

The certif�icate issued by the register of deeds under authority of this section shall contain the date of 
the delayed f�iling, the date the marriage ceremony was actually performed, and all such certif�icates issued 
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pursuant to this section shall have the same evidentiary value as any other marriage certif�icates issued 
pursuant to law.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D
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4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1951 1960 1969

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1951 c. 1224 E N A C T E D

02 1955 c. 246 A M E N D E D

03 1967 c. 957, s. 10 A M E N D E D

04 1969 c. 80, s. 12 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 51-21 (1969).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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