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Lawful age to marry.
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§ 51-2(a) All unmarried persons of 18 years, or older, may lawfully marry.

§ 51-2(a1) Persons over 16 years of age and under 18 years of age may marry a person no more than 
four years older, and the register of deeds may issue a license for the marriage, only 
after there has been f�iled with the register of deeds a certif�ied copy of an order issued 
by a district court authorizing the marriage as provided in G.S. 51-2.1, or a written 
consent to the marriage, said consent having been signed by the appropriate person 
as follows:

(1) By a parent having full or joint legal custody of the underage party; or

(2) By a person, agency, or institution having legal custody or serving as a guardian 
of the underage party.

Such written consent shall not be required for an emancipated minor if a certif�icate of 
emancipation issued pursuant to Article 35 of Chapter 7B of the General Statutes or 
a certif�ied copy of a f�inal decree or certif�icate of emancipation from this or any other 
jurisdiction is f�iled with the register of deeds.

§ 51-2(b) Repealed by Session Laws 2021-119, s. 1, ef�fective August 26, 2021, and applicable to 
marriage licenses pending or issued on or after that date.

§ 51-2(b1) It shall be unlawful for any person under 16 years of age to marry.

§ 51-2(c) When a license to marry is procured by any person under 18 years of age by fraud 
or misrepresentation, a parent of the underage party, a person, agency, or institution 
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having legal custody or serving as a guardian of the underage party, or a guardian ad 
litem appointed to represent the underage party pursuant to G.S. 51-2.1(b) is a proper 
party to bring an action to annul the marriage.  (R.C., c. 68, s. 14; 1871-2, c. 193; Code, 
s. 1809; Rev., s. 2082; C.S., s. 2494; 1923, c. 75; 1933, c. 269, s. 1; 1939, c. 375; 1947, c. 383, 
s. 2; 1961, c. 186; 1967, c. 957, s. 1; 1969, c. 982; 1985, c. 608; 1998-202, s. 13(s); 2001-62, 
s. 2; 2001-487, s. 60; 2021-119, s. 1.)
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 51-2.1 (a1) "authorizing the marriage as provided in"

G.S. 51-2.1(b) (c) "represent the underage party pursuant to"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 51-2 (2026).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 51-2(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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