
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  5 1 - 1 7

C H A P T E R  5 1
A R T I C L E  2  -  M A R R I A G E  L I C E N S E S

N.C.G.S. § 51-17.

Penalty for issuing license unlawfully.
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Every register of deeds who knowingly or without reasonable inquiry, personally or by deputy, issues a 
license for the marriage of any two persons to which there is any lawful impediment, or where either of 
the persons is under the age of 18 years, without the consent required by law, shall forfeit and pay two 
hundred dollars ($200.00) to any parent, guardian, or other person standing in loco parentis, who sues for 
the same: Provided, that requiring a party to a proposed marriage to present a certif�ied copy of his or her 
birth certif�icate, or a certif�ied copy of his or her birth record in the form of a birth registration card as 
provided in G.S. 130-102, in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 51-8, shall be considered a reasonable 
inquiry into the matter of the age of such party. (R.C., c. 68, s. 13; 1871-2, c. 193, s. 7; Code, s. 1816; 1895, c. 
387; 1901, c. 722; Rev., s. 2090; C.S., s. 2503; 1957, c. 506, s. 2.)
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 130-102 "birth registration card as provided in"

G.S. 51-8 "in accordance with the provisions of"
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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