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Requisites of marriage; solemnization.
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A valid and suf�f�icient marriage is created by the consent of a male and female person who may lawfully 
marry, presently to take each other as husband and wife, freely, seriously and plainly expressed by each in 
the presence of the other, either:

a.	In the presence of an ordained minister of any religious denomination, a minister authorized by a church, 
or a magistrate; and

b.	With the consequent declaration by the minister or magistrate that the persons are husband and wife; or

In accordance with any mode of solemnization recognized by any religious denomination, or federally or 
State recognized Indian Nation or Tribe.

Marriages solemnized before March 9, 1909, by ministers of the gospel licensed, but not ordained, are 
validated from their consummation.  (1871-2, c. 193, s. 3; Code, s. 1812; Rev., s. 2081; 1908, c. 47; 1909, c. 
704, s. 2; c. 897; C.S., s. 2493; 1945, c. 839; 1965, c. 152; 1971, c. 1185, s. 26; 1977, c. 592, s. 1; 2000-58, ss. 1, 2; 
2001-14, ss. 1, 2; 2001-62, ss. 1, 17; 2002-115, ss. 5, 6; 2002-159, s. 13(a); 2003-4, s. 1; 2005-56, s. 1; 2007-61, s. 
1; 2009-13, s. 1; 2012-194, s. 65.4(a).)
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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