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N.C.G.S. § 50-43.

Proceedings to compel or stay arbitration.
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§ 50-43(a) On a party's application showing an agreement under G.S. 50-42 and an opposing 
party's refusal to arbitrate, the court shall order the parties to proceed with the 
arbitration. If an opposing party denies existence of an agreement to arbitrate, the 
court shall proceed summarily to determine whether a valid agreement exists and shall 
order arbitration if it f�inds for the moving party; otherwise, the application shall be 
denied.

§ 50-43(b) Upon the application of a party, the court may stay an arbitration proceeding 
commenced or threatened on a showing that there is no agreement to arbitrate. This 
issue, when in substantial and bona f�ide dispute, shall be immediately and summarily 
tried and the court shall order a stay if it f�inds for the moving party. If the court f�-
inds for the opposing party, the court shall order the parties to go to arbitration. An 
arbitrator shall decide whether a condition precedent to arbitrability has been fulf�illed 
and whether a contract containing a valid agreement to arbitrate is enforceable. If a 
party to a judicial proceeding challenges the existence of, or claims that a controversy 
is not subject to, an agreement to arbitrate, the arbitration proceeding may continue 
pending f�inal resolution of the issue by the court unless the court otherwise orders.

§ 50-43(c) If an issue referable to arbitration under an alleged agreement is involved in an action 
or proceeding pending in a court of competent jurisdiction, the application shall be 
made in that court. Otherwise, the application may be made in any court of competent 
jurisdiction.

§ 50-43(d)
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The court shall order a stay in any action or proceeding involving an issue subject 
to arbitration if an order or an application for arbitration has been made under this 
section. If the issue is severable, the stay may be with respect to that specif�ic issue 
only. When the application is made in an action or proceeding, the order compelling 
arbitration shall include a stay of the court action or proceeding.

§ 50-43(e) An order for arbitration shall not be refused and a stay of arbitration shall not be 
granted on the ground that the claim in issue lacks merit or because grounds for the 
claim have not been shown. (1999-185, s. 1; 2005-187, s. 2.)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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