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CHAPTER 50
ARTICLE 2 - EXPEDITED PROCESS FOR CHILD SUPPORT CASES

N.C.G.S. § 50-34.

Establishment of an expedited process.
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§50-34(a) Districts Required to Have Expedited Process. - In any district court district as def -

ined in G.S. 7A-133 that is required by G.S. 50-33(b) to establish an expedited child
support process, the Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts shall notify
the chief district court judge and the clerk or clerks of superior court in the district in
writing of the requirement. The Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts,
the chief district court judge, and the clerk or clerks of superior court in the district

shall implement an expedited child support process as provided in this section.

§ 50-34(b) Procedure for Establishing Expedited Process. - When a district court district as def -
ined in G.S. 7A-133 is required to implement an expedited process, the Director of
the Administrative Office of the Courts, the chief district judge, and the clerk of
superior court in an affected county shall determine by agreement whether the child
support hearing officer or officers for that county shall be one or more clerks or one
or more magistrates. If such agreement has not been reached within 15 days after
the notice required by subsection (a) when implementation is required, the Director
of the Administrative Office of the Courts shall make the decision. If it is decided
that the hearing officer or officers for a county shall be magistrates, the chief district
judge, the clerk of superior court, and the Director of the Administrative Office of the
Courts shall ensure his or their qualification for the position. If it is decided that the
hearing officer or officers for a county shall be the clerk or assistant clerks, the clerk of
superior court in the county shall designate the person or persons to serve as hearing
officer, and the chief district judge, the clerk of superior court, and the Director of
the Administrative Office of the Courts shall ensure his or their qualification for the
position.
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Public To Be Informed. - When an expedited process is to be implemented in a

county or district court district as defined in G.S. 7A-133, the chief district court

judge, the clerk or clerks of superior court in affected counties in the district, and

the Administrative Office of the Courts shall take steps to ensure that attorneys, the

general public, and parties to pending child support cases in the county or district

are informed of the change in procedures and helped to understand and use the new
system effectively. (1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 993, s. 1; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s.

88.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S.7A-133 @) "district court district as defined in"

G.S. 50-33(b) @ "G.S. 7A-133 that is required by"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50-34 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50-34(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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