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§ 50-16.7(a) Alimony or postseparation support shall be paid by lump sum payment, periodic 
payments, income withholding, or by transfer of title or possession of personal 
property or any interest therein, or a security interest in or possession of real property, 
as the court may order. The court may order the transfer of title to real property solely 
owned by the obligor in payment of lump-sum payments of alimony or postseparation 
support or in payment of arrearages of alimony or postseparation support so long as 
the net value of the interest in the property being transferred does not exceed the 
amount of the arrearage being satisf�ied. In every case in which either alimony or 
postseparation support is allowed and provision is also made for support of minor 
children, the order shall separately state and identify each allowance.

§ 50-16.7(b) The court may require the supporting spouse to secure the payment of alimony or 
postseparation support so ordered by means of a bond, mortgage, or deed of trust, 
or any other means ordinarily used to secure an obligation to pay money or transfer 
property, or by requiring the supporting spouse to execute an assignment of wages, 
salary, or other income due or to become due.

§ 50-16.7(c) If the court requires the transfer of real or personal property or an interest therein as 
a part of an order for alimony or postseparation support as provided in subsection (a) 
or for the securing thereof, the court may also enter an order which shall transfer title, 
as provided in G.S. 1A-1, Rule 70 and G.S. 1-228.

§ 50-16.7(d)
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The remedy of arrest and bail, as provided in Article 34 of Chapter 1 of the General 
Statutes, shall be available in actions for alimony or postseparation support as in other 
cases.

§ 50-16.7(e) The remedies of attachment and garnishment, as provided in Article 35 of Chapter 
1 and Article 9 of Chapter 110 of the General Statutes, shall be available in actions 
for alimony or postseparation support as in other cases, and for such purposes the 
dependent spouse shall be deemed a creditor of the supporting spouse.

§ 50-16.7(f) The remedy of injunction, as provided in Article 37 of Chapter 1 of the General 
Statutes  and G.S.  1A-1,  Rule  65,  shall  be  available  in  actions  for  alimony  or 
postseparation support as in other cases.

§ 50-16.7(g) Receivers, as provided in Article 38 of Chapter 1 of the General Statutes, may be 
appointed in actions for alimony or postseparation support as in other cases.

§ 50-16.7(h) A dependent spouse for whose benef�it an order for the payment of alimony or 
postseparation support has been entered shall be a creditor within the meaning of 
Article 3A of Chapter 39 of the General Statutes pertaining to voidable transactions.

§ 50-16.7(i) A judgment for alimony or postseparation support obtained in an action therefor shall 
not be a lien against real property unless the judgment expressly so provides, sets out 
the amount of the lien in a sum certain, and adequately describes the real property 
af�fected; but past-due periodic payments may by motion in the cause or by a separate 
action be reduced to judgment which shall be a lien as other judgments.

§ 50-16.7(j) Any order for the payment of alimony or postseparation support is enforceable by 
proceedings for civil contempt, and its disobedience may be punished by proceedings 
for criminal contempt, as provided in Chapter 5A of the General Statutes.

Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 1-294 or G.S. 1-289, an order for the periodic 
payment of alimony that has been appealed to the appellate division is enforceable in 
the trial court by proceedings for civil contempt during the pendency of the appeal. 
Upon motion of an aggrieved party, the court of the appellate division in which the 
appeal is pending may stay any order for civil contempt entered for alimony until the 
appeal is decided if justice requires.

§ 50-16.7(k)
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The remedies provided by Chapter 1 of the General Statutes Article 28, Execution; 
Article 29B, Execution Sales; and Article 31, Supplemental Proceedings, shall be 
available for the enforcement of judgments for alimony and postseparation support as 
in other cases, but amounts so payable shall not constitute a debt as to which property 
is exempt from execution as provided in Article 16 of Chapter 1C of the General 
Statutes.

§ 50-16.7(l) The specif�ic enumeration of remedies in this section shall not constitute a bar to 
remedies otherwise available.

§ 50-16.7(l1) The dependent spouse may apply to the court for an order of income withholding 
for current or delinquent payments of alimony or postseparation support or for any 
portion of the payments. If the court orders income withholding, a notice of obligation 
to withhold shall be served on the payor as required by G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4, Rules of Civil 
Procedure. Copies of the notice shall be f�iled with the clerk of court and served upon 
the supporting spouse by f�irst-class mail.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 0  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1967 1991 2015
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1967 c. 1152, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1969 c. 541, s. 5 A M E N D E D

03 1969 c. 895, s. 18 A M E N D E D

04 1977 c. 711, s. 26 A M E N D E D

05 1985 c. 482, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 1985 c. 689, s. 18 A M E N D E D

07 1985 1995 c. 319, s. 5 A M E N D E D

08 1998 S.L. 1998-176, ss. 2, 3 A M E N D E D
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09 1999 S.L. 1999-456, s. 14 A M E N D E D

10 2015 S.L. 2015-23, s. 3 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 1A-1 (c) "shall transfer title, as provided in"

G.S. 1-228 (c) "in G.S. 1A-1, Rule 70 and"

G.S. 1-294 (j) "Notwithstanding the provisions of"

G.S. 1-289 (j) "the provisions of G.S. 1-294 or"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50-16.7 (2015).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 50-16.7(a) (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 214cf955…38771a



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  5 0 - 1 6 . 7

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1967, c. 1152, s. 2; 1969, c. 541, s. 5; c. 895, s. 18; 1977, c. 711, s. 26; 1985, c. 482, s. 1; c. 689, s. 18; 1995 c. 319, s. 5; 1998-176, 
ss. 2, 3; 1999-456, s. 14; 2015-23, s. 3.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 214cf955…38771a


