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§ 50-13.11(a) The court may order a parent of a minor child or other responsible party to provide 
medical support for the child, or the parties may enter into a written agreement 
regarding medical support for the child. An order or agreement for medical support 
for the child may require one or both parties to pay the medical, hospital, dental, or 
other health care related expenses.

§ 50-13.11(a1) The court shall order the parent of a minor child or other responsible party to maintain 
health insurance for the benef�it of the child when health insurance is available at a 
reasonable cost. If health insurance is not presently available at a reasonable cost, the 
court shall order the parent of a minor child or other responsible party to maintain 
health insurance for the benef�it of the child when health insurance becomes available 
at a reasonable cost. As used in this subsection, health insurance for the benef�it of 
the child is considered reasonable in cost if the coverage for the child is available at a 
cost to the parent that does not exceed f�ive percent (5%) of the parent's gross income. 
In applying this standard, the cost is the cost of (i) adding the child to the parent's 
existing coverage, (ii) child-only coverage, or (iii) if new coverage must be obtained, the 
dif�ference between the cost of self-only and family coverage. The court may require 
one or both parties to maintain dental insurance.

§ 50-13.11(b) The party ordered or under agreement to provide health insurance shall provide 
written notice of any change in the applicable insurance coverage to the other party.
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§ 50-13.11(c) The employer or insurer of the party required to provide health, hospital, and dental 
insurance shall release to the other party, upon written request, any information on a 
minor child's insurance coverage that the employer or insurer may release to the party 
required to provide health, hospital, and dental insurance.

§ 50-13.11(d) When a court order or agreement for health insurance is in ef�fect, the signature of 
either party shall be valid authorization to the insurer to process an insurance claim 
on behalf of a minor child.

§ 50-13.11(e) If the party who is required to provide health insurance fails to maintain the insurance 
coverage for the minor child, the party shall be liable for any health, hospital, or dental 
expenses incurred from the date of the court order or agreement that would have been 
covered by insurance if it had been in force.

§ 50-13.11(f) When a noncustodial parent ordered to provide health insurance changes employment 
and health insurance coverage is available through the new employer, the obligee shall 
notify the new employer of the noncustodial parent's obligation to provide health 
insurance for the child. Upon receipt of notice from the obligee, the new employer 
shall enroll the child in the employer's health insurance plan.  (1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), 
c. 1067, s. 1; 1991, c. 419, s. 2; c. 761, s. 42; 1997-433, s. 3.1; 1998-17, s. 1; 2003-288, s. 3.2; 
2015-220, s. 1.)
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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