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An option purchaser may bring an action for the recovery of damages, to void a
transaction executed in violation of this Chapter, as well as for declaratory or equitable
relief for a violation of this Chapter. The rights and remedies provided herein are
cumulative to, and not a limitation of, any other rights and remedies provided by law or
equity. Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to subject an individual homeowner
selling his or her primary residence directly to an option purchaser to liability under
G.S. 75-1.1.

In the event of default by the option purchaser under the terms of the lease agreement,
the option seller may initiate a summary ejectment action to recover damages
and possession of the leased premises pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 42 of the
General Statutes. The magistrate shall retain jurisdiction over the summary ejectment

proceeding.

The option purchaser may counterclaim for damages in any summary ejectment
proceeding. In accordance with G.S. 7A-219 of the General Statutes, no counterclaim
which would make the amount in controversy exceed the jurisdictional limits shall be
permitted. If a counterclaim in a summary ejectment proceeding is barred pursuant
to G.S. 7A-219, the option purchaser shall not be estopped from asserting that claim
in a separate action. (2010-164, s. 3; 2015-178, s. 3.)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
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