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CHAPTER 43
ARTICLE 3 - PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION

N.C.G.S. § 43-8.

Petition filed; contents; State to be named
as respondent; service on State.
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General Statutes of North . . 21 September 2026, 04:44 UTC 99391f169cc2eb7fcc066e9d -
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Carolina, as published by the .
lmeage f797c9104245522f
General Assembly

Suit for registration of title shall be begun by a petition to the court by the persons claiming, singly or
collectively, to own or have the power of appointing or disposing of an estate in fee simple in any land,
whether subject to liens or not. Infants and other persons under disability may sue by guardian or trustee,
as the case may be, and corporations as in other cases now provided by law; but the person in whose behalf
the petition is made shall always be named as petitioner. The petition shall be signed and sworn to by each
petitioner, and shall contain a full description of the land to be registered as hereinafter provided, together
with a plot of same by metes and bounds, corners to be marked by permanent markers of iron, stone or
cement; it shall show when, how and from whom it was acquired, and whether or not it is now occupied,
and if so, by whom; and it shall give an account of all known liens, interests, equities and claims, adverse
or otherwise, vested or contingent, upon such land. Full names and addresses, if known, of all persons who
may be interested by marriage or otherwise, including adjoining owners and occupants, shall be given. If

any person shall be unable to state the metes and bounds, the clerk may order a preliminary survey.

Except when the State of North Carolina is the petitioner, all special proceedings filed pursuant to this
Article shall name the State of North Carolina as a respondent to the action. Service of process upon the

State shall be made in accordance with G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4(j)(3).
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1913 c.90,s.5 ENACTED
02 C.S. s. 2384 RECODIFIED
03 1979 c.73,s.1 AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section
itself.
REFERENCE

APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 1A-1 "shall be made in accordance with"

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 43-8 (1979).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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