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CHAPTER 42
ARTICLE 6 - TENANT SECURITY DEPOSIT ACT

N.C.G.S. § 42-52.

Landlord's obligations.
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Upon termination of the tenancy, money held by the landlord as security may be applied as permitted in G.S.
42-51 or, if not so applied, shall be refunded to the tenant. In either case the landlord in writing shall itemize
any damage and mail or deliver same to the tenant, together with the balance of the security deposit, no
later than 30 days after termination of the tenancy and delivery of possession of the premises to the landlord.
If the extent of the landlord's claim against the security deposit cannot be determined within 30 days, the
landlord shall provide the tenant with an interim accounting no later than 30 days after termination of
the tenancy and delivery of possession of the premises to the landlord and shall provide a final accounting
within 60 days after termination of the tenancy and delivery of possession of the premises to the landlord.
If the tenant's address is unknown the landlord shall apply the deposit as permitted in G.S. 42-51 after a
period of 30 days and the landlord shall hold the balance of the deposit for collection by the tenant for at
least six months. The landlord may not withhold as damages part of the security deposit for conditions that
are due to normal wear and tear nor may the landlord retain an amount from the security deposit which

exceeds his actual damages.

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS |

) nors Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1
1977 1993 2009
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 ead15ce?...b5{33f



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 42-52

ot 1977 c.914,s.1 ENACTED
02 2009 S.L. 2009-279, s. 5 AMENDED
APPARATUS IlI o e
L AUTHORITY Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 42-51 "may be applied as permitted in"
APPARATUS Il . .

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 42-52 (2009).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1977, c. 914, s. 1; 2009-279, s. 5.)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 ead15ce?...b5{33f




