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The summons shall be returned according to its tenor, and if on its return it appears to have been duly 
served, and if (i) the plaintif�f proves his case by a preponderance of the evidence, (ii) the defendant admits 
the allegations of the complaint, or (iii) the defendant fails to appear on the day of court, and the plaintif�f 
requests in open court a judgment for possession based solely on the f�iled pleadings where the pleadings 
allege defendant's failure to pay rent as a breach of the lease for which reentry is allowed and the defendant 
has not f�iled a responsive pleading, the magistrate shall give judgment that the defendant be removed from, 
and the plaintif�f be put in possession of, the demised premises; and if any rent or damages for the occupation 
of the premises after the cessation of the estate of the lessee, not exceeding the jurisdictional amount 
established by G.S. 7A-210(1), be claimed in the oath of the plaintif�f as due and unpaid, the magistrate shall 
inquire thereof, and if supported by a preponderance of the evidence, give judgment as he may f�ind the fact 
to be. (1868-9, c. 156, s. 22; Code, s. 1769; Rev., s. 2004; C.S., s. 2369; 1971, c. 533, s. 5; 1973, c. 10; c. 1267, s. 4; 
1979, c. 144, s. 5; 1981, c. 555, s. 5; 1985, c. 329, s. 1; 1989, c. 311, s. 4; 1993, c. 553, s. 73(d); 2005-423, s. 10.)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 7A-210(1) "exceeding the jurisdictional amount established by"

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 ce6d6da3…d14931



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  4 2 - 3 0

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 42-30 (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 ce6d6da3…d14931


