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§ 41-15(a) A nonvested property interest is invalid unless:

(1) When the interest is created, it is certain to vest or terminate no later than 21 
years after the death of an individual then alive; or

(2) The interest either vests or terminates within 90 years after its creation.

§ 41-15(b) A general power of appointment not presently exercisable because of a condition 
precedent is invalid unless:

(1) When the power is created, the condition precedent is certain to be satisf�ied 
or become impossible to satisfy no later than 21 years after the death of an 
individual then alive; or

(2) The condition precedent either is satisf�ied or becomes impossible to satisfy 
within 90 years after its creation.

§ 41-15(c) A nongeneral power of appointment or a general testamentary power of appointment 
is invalid unless:

(1) When the power is created, it is certain to be irrevocably exercised or otherwise 
to terminate no later than 21 years after the death of an individual then alive; 
or

(2) The power is irrevocably exercised or otherwise terminates within 90 years 
after its creation.

§ 41-15(d)
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In determining whether a nonvested property interest or a power of appointment is 
valid under subdivision (a)(1), (b)(1), or (c)(1) of this section, the possibility that a child 
will be born to an individual after the individual's death is disregarded.

§ 41-15(e) If, in measuring a period from the creation of a property arrangement, language in a 
governing instrument:

(1) Seeks to disallow the vesting or termination of any interest beyond,

(2) Seeks to postpone the vesting or termination of any interest until, or

(3) Seeks to operate in ef�fect in any similar fashion upon, the later of (i) the 
expiration of a period of time not exceeding 21 years after the death of the 
survivor of specif�ied lives in being at the creation of the property arrangement 
or (ii) the expiration of a period of time that exceeds or might exceed 21 years 
after the death of the survivor of lives in being at the creation of the property 
arrangement, that language is inoperative to the extent it produces a period of 
time that exceeds 21 years after the death of the survivor of the specif�ied lives.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1995 2008 2021

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1995 c. 190, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 2007 S.L. 2007-390, s. 2 A M E N D E D

03 2021 S.L. 2021-85, s. 3(a) A M E N D E D
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 41-15 (2021).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 41-15(a) (2021).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
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