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As used in this Chapter the following words and phrases have the meanings indicated unless the context 
clearly requires another meaning:

"Condemnation" means the procedure prescribed by law for exercising the power of eminent domain.

"Condemnor" means those listed in G.S. 40A-3.

"Eminent domain" means the power to divest right, title or interest from the owner of property and vest it 
in the possessor of the power against the will of the owner upon the payment of just compensation for the 
right, title or interest divested.

"Judge" means a resident judge of the superior court in the district where the cause is pending, or special 
judge residing in said district, or a judge of the superior court assigned to hold the courts of said district or 
an emergency  or special judge holding court in the county where the cause  is pending.

"Owner" includes the plural when appropriate and means any person having an interest or estate in the 
property.

"Person" includes the plural when appropriate and means a natural person, and any legal entity capable of 
owning or having interest in property.

"Property" means any right, title, or interest in land, including leases and options to buy or sell. "Property" 
also  includes rights of access, rights-of-way, easements, water rights, air rights, and any other privilege or 
appurtenance in or to the possession, use, and enjoyment of land.
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Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1981 1982

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1981 c. 919, s. 1 E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 40A-3 (null)(2) ""Condemnor" means those listed in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 40A-2 (1981).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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(1981, c. 919, s. 1.)
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