
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  3 5 B - 2 1

C H A P T E R  3 5 B
A R T I C L E  2  -  J U R I S D I C T I O N

N.C.G.S. § 35B-21.

Jurisdiction declined by reason of conduct.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

No amendment history on 
record

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 02:01 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

d7ff269e�0b251585�1b12412a�-

b7ed0baa�97d05b87�f1af991b�-

649357ca�b21712cb�

§ 35B-21(a) If at any time a court of this State determines that it acquired jurisdiction to 
adjudicate incompetence, appoint a general guardian or guardian of the person, or 
issue a protective order because of unjustif�iable conduct, the court may do any of the 
following:

(1) Decline to exercise jurisdiction.

(2) Exercise jurisdiction for the limited purpose of fashioning an appropriate 
remedy to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the respondent or the 
protection of the respondent's property or prevent a repetition of the unjustif�-
iable conduct, including staying the proceeding until a petition for the 
appointment of a general guardian or guardian of the person or issuance of a 
protective order is f�iled in a court of another state having jurisdiction.

(3) Continue to exercise jurisdiction after considering all of the following:

a.	The extent to which the respondent and all persons required to be notif�ied of the 
proceedings have acquiesced in the exercise of the court's jurisdiction.

b.	Whether it is a more appropriate forum than the court of any other state under the 
factors set forth in G.S. 35B-20(c).

c.	Whether  the  court  of  any  other  state  would have  jurisdiction under  factual 
circumstances  in  substantial  conformity  with  the  jurisdictional  standards  of 
G.S. 35B-17.

§ 35B-21(b) If  a  court  of  this  State  determines  that  it  acquired jurisdiction to  adjudicate 
incompetence, appoint a general guardian or guardian of the person, or issue a 
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protective order because a party seeking to invoke its jurisdiction engaged in unjustif�-
iable conduct, it may assess against that party necessary and reasonable expenses, 
including attorneys' fees, investigative fees, court costs, communication expenses, 
witness fees and expenses, and travel expenses. The court may not assess fees, costs, 
or expenses of any kind against this State or a governmental subdivision, agency, or 
instrumentality of this State unless authorized by law other than the Uniform Adult 
Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act.  (2016-72, s. 1.)
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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