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CHAPTER 32A
ARTICLE 3 - HEALTH CARE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

N.C.G.S. § 32A-15.

General purpose of this Article.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 02:13 UTC 78552502880929a1475b6ces -
. . S.L. 2008-153, s. 4 — sixth act 0231c4c61a97c2454dc6eedb -
Carolina, as published by the . .
in the lineage e0775ea7d2979c38
General Assembly
§ 32A-15(a) The General Assembly recognizes as a matter of public policy the fundamental right of

an individual to control the decisions relating to his or her medical care, and that this

right may be exercised on behalf of the individual by an agent chosen by the individual.

§ 32A-15(b) The purpose of this Article is to establish an additional, nonexclusive method for an
individual to exercise his or her right to give, withhold, or withdraw consent to medical
treatment, including mental health treatment, when the individual lacks sufficient

understanding or capacity to make or communicate health care decisions.

§ 32A-15(c) This Article is intended and shall be construed to be consistent with the provisions of
Article 23 of Chapter 90 of the General Statutes provided that in the event of a conflict
between the provisions of this Article and Article 23 of Chapter 90, the provisions
of Article 23 of Chapter 90 control. No conflict between these Chapters exists when
either a health care power of attorney or a declaration provides that the declaration
is subject to decisions of a health care agent. If no declaration has been executed
by the principal as provided in G.S. 90-321 that expressly covers the principal's
present condition and if the health care agent has been given the specific authority
in a health care power of attorney to authorize the withholding or discontinuing of
life-prolonging measures when the principal is in such condition, the measures may
be withheld or discontinued as provided in the health care power of attorney upon the
direction and under the supervision of the attending physician, as G.S. 90-322 shall
not apply in such case. Nothing in this Article shall be construed to authorize any
affirmative or deliberate act or omission to end life other than to permit the natural
process of dying.
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This Article is intended and shall be construed to be consistent with the provisions of

Part 3A of Article 16 of Chapter 130A of the General Statutes. In the event of a conflict

between the provisions of this Article and Part 3A of Article 16 of Chapter 1304, the

provisions of Part 3A of Article 16 of Chapter 130A control.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1991 2000 2008
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

oL 1991 c.639,s. 1 ENACTED

02 1993 c.523,5.1 AMENDED

03 1998 S.L.1998-198, s. 1 AMENDED

s 1998 S.L.1998-217, s. 53 AMENDED

L3 2007 S.L. 2007-502, s. 1 AMENDED

06 2008 S.L. 2008-153, s. 4 AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 90-321 (© "by the principal as provided in"
G.S.90-322 © "supervision of the attending physician, as"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 32A-15 (2008).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 32A-15(a) (2008).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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