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Delivery to other persons of instrument of
renunciation by the person renouncing.
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§31B-2.1(a) In this section:
(1) "Beneficiary designation" means an instrument, other than an instrument

creating a trust, naming the beneficiary of:
a.An annuity or insurance policy;
b.An account with a designation for payment on death;
c.A security registered in beneficiary form;
d.A pension, profitsharing, retirement, or other employment-related benefit plan;
e.An individual retirement account or retirement annuity; or
f.Any other nonprobate transfer at death.

(2) "Deliver" means to deliver in person or to send, properly addressed, by
first-class mail, telephonic facsimile transmission equipment, email, or

third-party commercial carrier, or by any method permitted by G.S. 1A-1, Rule

4.
§31B-2.1(b) The failure to deliver a copy of an instrument of renunciation by a method permitted
SIATUTE OF by G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4, or by a method that results in actual receipt tolls any statute of

limitations with regard to any right of action for breach of fiduciary duty.

§31B-2.1(c) If a fiduciary renounces an interest in property pursuant to G.S. 31B-1(a)(9e), a copy of
the instrument of renunciation shall be delivered to each living person whose benef -
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icial interest is affected by the renunciation and to any co-fiduciary who did not join

in the renunciation.

In the case of an interest created under the law of intestate succession or an interest
created by will, other than an interest in a testamentary trust, a copy of the instrument

of renunciation must:
(1) Be delivered to the personal representative of the decedent's estate; or

(2) If no personal representative is then serving, be filed as an estate matter with

a court having jurisdiction to appoint the personal representative.

In the case of a beneficiary renouncing an interest in a testamentary trust, a copy of

the instrument of renunciation must:
(1) Be delivered to the trustee then serving;

(2) If no trustee is then serving, be delivered to the personal representative of the

decedent's estate; or

(3) If no personal representative or trustee is then serving, be filed as an estate

matter with a court having jurisdiction to enforce the trust.

In the case of a beneficiary renouncing an interest in an inter vivos trust, a copy of the

instrument of renunciation must:
(1) Be delivered to the trustee then serving;

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, if no trustee is then
serving, be filed as an estate matter with a court having jurisdiction to enforce

the trust; or

(3) If the renunciation is made before the time the instrument creating the trust
becomes irrevocable, be delivered to the settlor of the trust or the transferor of

the interest.

In the case of a beneficiary renouncing an interest created by a beneficiary designation
made before the time the designation becomes irrevocable, a copy of the instrument

of renunciation must be delivered to the person making the beneficiary designation.

In the case of a beneficiary renouncing an interest created by a beneficiary designation
made after the time the designation becomes irrevocable, a copy of the instrument of

renunciation must be delivered to the person obligated to distribute the interest.
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In the case of a renunciation by a surviving holder of an interest in property subject to a
right of survivorship, a copy of the instrument of renunciation must be delivered to the
persons to whom the person renouncing reasonably believes the renounced interest
passes, at their last addresses known to the person renouncing, and to the personal

representative of the deceased joint holder, if any.

In the case of a renunciation by a permissible appointee, or taker in default of exercise,
of a power of appointment at anytime after the power was created, a copy of the

instrument of renunciation must be delivered:
(1) To the holder of the power;

(2) To the fiduciary acting under the instrument that created the power or, if no
fiduciary is then serving under the instrument that created the power, filed as

an estate matter with a court having authority to appoint the fiduciary; and

(3) To any holder of legal title to the property subject to the power of appointment
other than the fiduciary.

In the case of a renunciation by an appointee of an exercised power of appointment,

a copy of the instrument of renunciation must be delivered:
(1) To the holder of the power or the personal representative of the holder's estate;

(2) To the fiduciary under the instrument that created the power or, if no fiduciary
is then serving under the instrument that created the power, filed as an estate

matter with a court having authority to appoint the fiduciary; and

(3) To any holder of legal title to the property subject to the power of appointment
other than the fiduciary.

In the case of a renunciation of a power of appointment by the holder of the power, a

copy of the instrument of renunciation must be delivered:

(1) To the fiduciary acting under the instrument that created the power or, if no
fiduciary is then serving under the instrument that created the power, filed as

an estate matter with a court having authority to appoint the fiduciary; and

(2) To any holder of legal title to the property subject to the power of appointment
other than the fiduciary.
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In the case of a renunciation by a fiduciary of a right, privilege, power, or immunity
relating to a trust or estate, a copy of the instrument of renunciation must be delivered
as provided in subsection (c), (d), (e), or (f) of this section, as if the power renounced

were an interest in property.

In the case of a renunciation of a power by an agent, including an attorney-in-fact,
a copy of the instrument of renunciation must be delivered to the principal or the

principal's legal representative other than the agent.

In the case of a renunciation by a trustee of a charitable trust, a copy of the instrument
of renunciation must be delivered to the North Carolina Attorney General in addition

to any other delivery required by this section.

In the case of a renunciation by a donee, a copy of the instrument of renunciation must
be delivered to the persons to whom the person renouncing reasonably believes the
renounced interest passes, at their last addresses known to the person renouncing,

and to the donor or the donor's legal representative other than the donee.

The failure to deliver a copy of the instrument of renunciation as required in this
section does not affect the validity of the renunciation for purposes of G.S. 31B-3 even

though the renunciation may not be recognized as a disclaimer for federal estate tax
purposes. (2009-48, s. 5; 2025-25, s. 29(1).)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 1A-1 @02 "or by any method permitted by"

G.S. 31B-1(a)(%e) (© "an interest in property pursuant to"
G.S. 31B-3 (@ "of the renunciation for purposes of '

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 68ef951a...f92668



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 31B-2.1

APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 31B-2.1 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 31B-2.1(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 68ef951a...f92668




