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The slayer shall be deemed to have died immediately prior to the death of the decedent and the following 
rules shall apply:

The slayer shall not acquire any property or receive any benef�it from the estate of the decedent by testate 
or intestate succession or by common law or statutory right as surviving spouse of the decedent.

Where the decedent dies intestate as to property which would have passed to the slayer by intestate 
succession and the slayer has living issue who would have been entitled to an interest in the property if 
the slayer had predeceased the decedent, the property shall be distributed to such issue, per stirpes. If the 
slayer does not have such issue, then the property shall be distributed as though the slayer had predeceased 
the decedent.

Where the decedent dies testate as to property which would have passed to the slayer pursuant to the will, 
the devolution of such property shall be governed by G.S. 31-42(a) notwithstanding the fact the slayer has 
not actually died before the decedent.
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 31-42(a) (null)(3) "such property shall be governed by"
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F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 31A-4 (1999).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
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