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CHAPTER 31

e d

ARTICLE 4 - DEPOSITORY FOR WILLS

N.C.G.S. §31-11.

Depositories in offices of clerks of superior
court where living persons may file wills.
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The clerk of the superior court in each county of North Carolina is required to keep a
receptacle or depository in which any testator who desires to do so may deposit that
testator's original paper will for safekeeping. The clerk is only authorized to receive
the will from the testator, or an agent or an attorney for the testator. Once a testator
has died, the clerk is not authorized to receive the will for the clerk's receptacle or

depository from any agent or attorney for the testator.

The clerk shall, upon written request of the testator, or the duly authorized agent or
attorney for the testator, permit said will or testament to be withdrawn from said

depository or receptacle at any time prior to the death of the testator.

While in the clerk's receptacle or depository, the contents of said will shall not be made
public or open to the inspection of anyone other than the testator or the testator's duly
authorized agent or attorney until the testator has died. Once the clerk has received
proof of the testator's death, the clerk is authorized to allow the will to be made open
to the inspection of any person interested in the testator's estate. The will shall remain

in the clerk's receptacle or depository until the will is offered for probate.

The clerk is required to retain the original paper will until withdrawn, filed in the
deceased testator's estate file, or once 60 years have passed since the will was originally
deposited with the clerk. If after 60 years the will has not been withdrawn or filed

in the deceased testator's estate file, the clerk is authorized to comply with records
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retention rules for deposited wills set by the Director of the Administrative Office of

the Courts.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.
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