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§ 30-48(a) The surviving community-property spouse of a decedent may assert a claim for relief 
with respect to a right under this Article in accordance with the following:

(1) With respect to a claim for relief asserting a right in or to property, the surviving 
community-property spouse must do either of the following:

a.	Within one year of the decedent's date of death, commence a civil action in superior 
court against an heir, devisee, or nonprobate transferee that is in possession of the 
property.

b.	Within  six  months  after  the  issuance  of  letters  testamentary  or  letters  of 
administration in connection with the decedent's testate or intestate proceeding, f�-
ile a petition with the clerk of superior court or commence a civil action in superior 
court in the county in which the primary administration of the decedent's estate lies. 
A petition with the clerk of superior court shall be f�iled as an estate proceeding, and 
the proceeding shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures of Article 2 of 
Chapter 28A of the General Statutes.

(2) With respect to a claim for relief other than a claim under subdivision (a)(1) of 
this section, the surviving community-property spouse must do either of the 
following:

a.	If a personal representative of the decedent's estate is not appointed, commence a 
civil action in superior court within one year of the decedent's date of death.

b.	Satisfy the procedural requirements of sub-subdivision (a)(1)b. of this section.
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(3) The incapacity of the surviving spouse does not toll the time for commencing 
an action or f�iling a petition as provided in this section.

§ 30-48(b) Unless a timely demand is made under sub-subdivision (a)(1)b. or (a)(2)b. of this 
section, the personal representative may distribute the assets of the decedent's estate 
without personal liability for a community-property spouse's claim under this Article. 
 (2025-25, s. 51.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 30-48 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 30-48(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 714fef68…f18ad5


