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Those persons surviving the intestate, other than the surviving spouse, shall take that share of the net estate 
not distributable to the surviving spouse, or the entire net estate if there is no surviving spouse, as follows:

If the intestate is survived by only one child or by only one lineal descendant of only one deceased child, 
that person shall take the entire net estate or share, but if the intestate is survived by two or more lineal 
descendants of only one deceased child, they shall take as provided in G.S. 29-16; or

If the intestate is survived by two or more children or by one child and any lineal descendant of one or more 
deceased children, or by lineal descendants of two or more deceased children, they shall take as provided 
in G.S. 29-16; or

If the intestate is not survived by a child, children or any  lineal descendant of a deceased child or children, 
but is survived by both parents, they shall take in equal shares, or if either parent is dead, the surviving 
parent shall take the entire share; or

If the intestate is not survived by such children or lineal descendants or by a parent, the brothers and sisters 
of the intestate, and the lineal descendants of any deceased brothers or sisters, shall take as provided in G.S. 
29-16; or

If there is no one entitled to take under the preceding subdivisions of this section or under G.S. 29-14,

a.	The paternal grandparents shall take one half of the net estate in equal shares, or, if either is dead, the 
survivor shall take the entire one half of the net estate, and if neither paternal grandparent survives, then 
the paternal uncles and aunts of the intestate and the lineal descendants of deceased paternal uncles and 
aunts shall take said one half as provided in G.S. 29-16; and

b.	The maternal grandparents shall take the other one half in equal shares, or if either is dead, the survivor 
shall take the entire one half of the net estate, and if neither maternal grandparent survives, then the 
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maternal  uncles and aunts of the intestate and the lineal descendants of deceased maternal uncles and 
aunts shall take one half as provided in G.S. 29-16; but

c.	If there is no grandparent and no uncle or aunt, or lineal descendant of a deceased uncle or aunt, on 
the paternal side, then those of the maternal side who otherwise would be entitled to take one half as 
hereinbefore provided in this subdivision shall take the whole; or

d.	If there is no grandparent and no uncle or aunt, or lineal descendant of a deceased uncle or aunt, on 
the maternal side, then those on the paternal side who otherwise would be entitled to take one half as 
hereinbefore provided in this subdivision shall take the whole.
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1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1959 1960

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1959 c. 879, s. 1 E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 29-16 (null)(1) "they shall take as provided in"

G.S. 29-14 (null)(5) "subdivisions of this section or under"
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F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 29-15 (1959).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1959, c. 879, s. 1.)
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