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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-96.

Detaining property-hauling vehicles or
vehicles regulated by the Motor Carrier
Safety Regulation Unit until fines or
penalties and taxes are collected.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 02:04 UTC cd8ec7bal9d73e6dbiddd378 -
g ] S.L.2010-129, 5.2 — 6b7994a9991eee4f8d4328ec -
Carolina, as published by the ) ; .
nineteenth act in the lineage €06100355dac4855
General Assembly
§20-96(a) Authority to Detain Vehicles. - A law enforcement officer may seize and detain the

following property-hauling vehicles operating on the highways of the State:

(1) A property-hauling vehicle with an overload in violation of G.S. 20-88(k) and
G.S. 20-118.

(2) A property-hauling vehicle that does not have a proper registration plate as
required under G.S. 20-118.3.

(3) A property-hauling vehicle that is owned by a person liable for any overload

penalties or assessments due and unpaid for more than 30 days.

(%) A property-hauling vehicle that is owned by a person liable for any taxes or

penalties under Article 36B of Chapter 105 of the General Statutes.

(5) Any commercial vehicle operating under the authority of a motor carrier when
the motor carrier has been assessed a fine pursuant to G.S. 20-17.7 and that fine

has not been paid.

(6) A property-hauling vehicle operating in violation of G.S. 20-119.
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§ 20-96(b)

§20-96(c)

END OF SECTION TEXT
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19 ACTS

The officer may detain the vehicle until the delinquent fines or penalties and taxes are
paid and, in the case of a vehicle that does not have the proper registration plate, until

the proper registration plate is secured.

Storage; Liability. - When necessary, an officer who detains a vehicle under this section
may have the vehicle stored. The motor carrier under whose authority the vehicle is
being operated or the owner of a vehicle that is detained or stored under this section is
responsible for the care of any property being hauled by the vehicle and for any storage
charges. The State shall not be liable for damage to the vehicle or loss of the property
being hauled.

The authority of a law enforcement officer to seize a motor vehicle pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section shall not be affected by the statutes of limitations set out

in Chapter 1 of the North Carolina General Statutes.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 IR 1 1 L1 L1 1 1
1937 1974 2010

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o 1937 c. 407, 5. 60 ENACTED
02 1943 c. 726 AMENDED
03 1949 c.583,s.8 AMENDED
04 1949 €. 1207, 5. 4% AMENDED
05 1949 c. 1253 AMENDED
06 1951 c. 1013, ss. 1-3 AMENDED
o7 1953 c.694,55.2,3 AMENDED
08 1955 c.554,5.9 AMENDED
09 1957 c. 65,5 11 AMENDED
10 1959 c.1264,5.5 AMENDED
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1973

1985

1993

1994

1995

1999

2000

2005

2010

c.507,s.5

c. 116, ss. 1-3

c. 539, s. 345

Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c)
c. 109, s. 2

S.L. 1999-452, s. 18
S.L. 2000-67, s. 25.11
S.L. 2005-361, s. 1

S.L.2010-129, s. 2

Authorities referenced

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

AMENDED

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

N.C.G.S. § 20-96

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE

APPEARS IN

OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 20-88(k)

G.S. 20-118

G.S. 20-118.3

G.S. 20-17.7

G.S. 20-119

APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-96 (2010).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-96(a) (2010).

"with an overload in violation of"

"in violation of G.S. 20-88(k) and"

"proper registration plate as required under”

"been assessed a fine pursuant to"

"property-hauling vehicle operating in violation of”

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1937, c. 407, s. 60; 1943, c. 726; 1949, c. 583, s. 8; c. 1207, s. 4%; c. 1253; 1951, c. 1013, ss. 1-3; 1953, c. 694, ss. 2, 3; 1955, c.
554,5.9; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1959, c. 1264, s. 5; 1973, c. 507, s. 5; 1985, c. 116, ss. 1-3; 1993, c. 539, s. 345; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24,
s. 14(c); 1995, c. 109, s. 2; 1999-452, s. 18; 2000-67, s. 25.11; 2005-361, s. 1; 2010-129, s. 2.)
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