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§ 20-76(a) Whenever the applicant for the registration of a vehicle or a new certif�icate of title 
thereto is unable to present a certif�icate of title thereto by reason of the same being 
lost or unlawfully detained by one in possession, or the same is otherwise not available, 
the Division is hereby authorized to receive such application and to examine into the 
circumstances of the case, and may require the f�iling of af�f�idavits or other information; 
and when the Division is satisf�ied that the applicant is entitled thereto and that G.S. 
20-72 has been complied with, it is hereby authorized to register such vehicle and 
issue a new registration card, registration plate or plates and certif�icates of title to the 
person entitled thereto, upon payment of proper fees.

§ 20-76(b) Whenever the applicant for a new certif�icate of title is unable to satisfy the Division 
that he is entitled thereto as provided in subsection (a) of this section, the applicant 
may nevertheless obtain issuance of a new certif�icate of title by f�iling a bond 
with the Division as a condition to the issuance thereof. The bond shall be in the 
form prescribed by the Division and shall be executed by the applicant. It shall be 
accompanied by the deposit of cash with the Division, be executed as surety by a 
person, f�irm or corporation authorized to conduct a surety business in this State or be 
in the nature of a real estate bond as described in G.S. 20-279.24(a). The bond shall be in 
an amount equal to one and one-half times the value of the vehicle as determined by the 
Division and conditioned to indemnify any prior owner or lienholder, any subsequent 
purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring any security interest therein, and their 
respective successors in interest, against any expense, loss or damage, reason of the 
issuance of the certif�icate of title to the vehicle or on account of any defect in or 
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undisclosed security interest in the right, title and interest of the applicant in and to 
the vehicle. Any person damaged by issuance of the certif�icate of title shall have a right 
of action to recover on the bond for any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate 
liability of the surety to all persons shall not exceed the amount of the bond. The bond, 
and any deposit accompanying it, shall be returned at the end of three years or prior 
thereto if the vehicle is no longer registered in this State and the currently valid certif�-
icate of title is surrendered to the Division, unless the Division has been notif�ied of 
the pendency of an action to recover on the bond.

§ 20-76(c) Whenever an applicant for the registration of a moped is unable to present a 
manufacturer's certif�icate of origin for the moped, the applicant must submit an 
af�f�idavit stating why the applicant does not have the manufacturer's certif�icate of 
origin and attesting that the applicant is entitled to registration. Upon receipt of 
the application and accompanying af�f�idavit, the Division shall issue the applicant a 
registration card and plate. The Division may not require the applicant to post a bond 
as required under subsection (b) of this section. A person damaged by issuance of the 
registration card does not have a right of action against the Division.
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6  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1976 2014
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1937 c. 407, s. 40 E N A C T E D

02 1947 c. 219, s. 7 A M E N D E D

03 1961 c. 360, s. 11 A M E N D E D

04 1961 c. 835, s. 10 A M E N D E D

05 1975 c. 716, s. 5 A M E N D E D

06 2014 S.L. 2014-114, s. 3 A M E N D E D
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2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-72 (a) "applicant is entitled thereto and that"

G.S. 20-279.24(a) (b) "real estate bond as described in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-76 (2014).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-76(a) (2014).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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