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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. §20-71.4.

Failure to disclose damage to a vehicle shall
be a misdemeanor.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 02:05 UTC 1af83d56483305e0d8c469c1 -
S.L. 2019-155, s. 2 — tenth act abe8c2824ab3d4ef2c5e8984 -

Carolina, as published by the

in the lineage cd3a919e078eaece?
General Assembly
§20-71.4(a) It shall be unlawful for any transferor of a motor vehicle to do any of the following:
(1) Transfer a motor vehicle up to and including five model years old when the

transferor has knowledge that the vehicle has been involved in a collision

or other occurrence to the extent that the cost of repairing that vehicle,
excluding the cost to replace the air bag restraint system, exceeds twenty-five
percent (25%) of its fair market retail value at the time of the collision or other
occurrence, without disclosing that fact in writing to the transferee prior to the

transfer of the vehicle.

(2) Transfer a motor vehicle when the transferor has knowledge that the vehicle
is, or was, a flood vehicle, a reconstructed vehicle, or a salvage motor vehicle,
without disclosing that fact in writing to the transferee prior to the transfer of

the vehicle.

(3) Transfer a motor vehicle when the transferor has knowledge that a counterfeit
supplemental restraint system, or a nonfunctional airbag, or no airbag has
been installed in the vehicle. For purposes of this subdivision, in the event
the owners of a franchised motor vehicle dealer, as defined in G.S. 20-286(8b),
have no actual knowledge that a counterfeit supplemental restraint system
component or nonfunctional air bag has been installed in a vehicle, knowledge
by any other person shall not be imputed to the franchised motor vehicle dealer
or its owners, and the franchised motor vehicle dealer or its owners shall not
be deemed to have committed an unlawful act under this subdivision.
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
10 ACTS

For purposes of this section, the term "five model years" shall be calculated by
counting the model year of the vehicle's manufacture as the first model year and the
current calendar year as the final model year. Failure to disclose any of the information
required under subsection (a) of this section that is within the knowledge of the
transferor will also result in civil liability under G.S. 20-348. The Commissioner may

prepare forms to carry out the provisions of this section.

It shall be unlawful for any person to remove the title or supporting documents to any
motor vehicle from the State of North Carolina with the intent to conceal damage
(or damage which has been repaired) occurring as a result of a collision or other

occurrence.

It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, tamper with, alter, or conceal the
"TOTAL LOSS CLAIM VEHICLE" tamperproof permanent marker that is affixed to
the doorjamb of any total loss claim vehicle. It shall be unlawful for any person to
reconstruct a total loss claim vehicle and not include or affix a "TOTAL LOSS CLAIM
VEHICLE" tamperproof permanent marker to the doorjamb of the rebuilt vehicle.
Violation of this subsection shall constitute a Class I felony, punishable by a fine of

not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each offense.

Violation of subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall constitute a Class 2

misdemeanor.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to a State agency that assists the United
States Department of Defense with purchasing, transferring, or titling a vehicle to
another State agency, a unit of local government, a volunteer fire department, or a

volunteer rescue squad.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 L1 1 1 1 1
1987 2003 2019

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
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Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1987 €. 607,s.1 ENACTED
02 1987 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1105, s. 3 AMENDED
03 1989 C. 455, 5. 4 AMENDED
04 1989 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 916, s. 2 AMENDED
05 1993 c.539,s.337 AMENDED
115 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(0) AMENDED
Rr 1998 S.L. 1998-212, s. 27.8(b) AMENDED
L 2003 S.L. 2003-258, 5. 2 AMENDED
09 2009 S.L. 2009-550, s. 2(a) AMENDED
10 2019 S.L.2019-155, 5. 2 AMENDED

APPARATUS Il
2 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 20-286(8b) CYE) "motor vehicle dealer, as defined in"

G.S. 20-348 (a1) "also result in civil liability under"
APPARATUS Il . 9

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-71.4 (2019).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-71.4(a) (2019).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1987, c. 607, s. 1; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1105, s. 3; 1989, c. 455, s. 4; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 916, s. 2; 1993, c. 539, s.
337; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1998-212, s. 27.8(b); 2003-258, s. 2; 2009-550, s. 2(a); 2019-155, s. 2.)
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