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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-71.1.

Registration evidence of ownership;
ownership evidence of defendant's
responsibility for conduct of operation.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 05:36 UTC 941442654c5028384d09992a -
. . c. 975 — second act in the 3f148250368162b279adb00f -
Carolina, as published by the ]
lineage 02{7980f445b2f9b
General Assembly
§20-71.1(a) In all actions to recover damages for injury to the person or to property or for the death
PRIMA FACIE 11 1 191 1 1 1
PRIMA FAC of a person, arising out of an accident or collision involving a motor vehicle, proof
of ownership of such motor vehicle at the time of such accident or collision shall be
prima facie evidence that said motor vehicle was being operated and used with the
authority, consent, and knowledge of the owner in the very transaction out of which
said injury or cause of action arose.
§20-71.1(b) Proof of the registration of a motor vehicle in the name of any person, firm, or
PRIMA FACIE 1 1 1 1 1
PRIMA FAC corporation, shall for the purpose of any such action, be prima facie evidence of
ownership and that such motor vehicle was then being operated by and under the
control of a person for whose conduct the owner was legally responsible, for the
owner's benefit, and within the course and scope of his employment.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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01 1951 c. 494 SIS

02 1961 c. 975 RLENEEE
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-71.1 (1961).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-71.1(a) (1961).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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