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§ 20-64(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Article, registration plates shall be retained by the 
owner thereof upon disposition of the vehicle to which assigned, and may be assigned 
to another vehicle, belonging to such owner and of a like vehicle category within the 
meaning of G.S. 20-87 and 20-88, upon proper application to the Division and payment 
of a transfer fee and such additional fees as may be due because the vehicle to which 
the plates are to be assigned requires a greater registration fee than that vehicle to 
which the license plates were last assigned. In cases where the plate is assigned to 
another vehicle belonging to such owner, and is not of a like vehicle category within 
the meaning of G.S. 20-87 and 20-88, the owner shall surrender the plate to the Division 
and receive therefor a plate of the proper category, and the unexpired portion of the 
fee originally paid by the owner for the plate so surrendered shall be a credit toward 
the fee charged for the new plate of the proper category. Provided, that the owner shall 
not be entitled to a cash refund when the registration fee for the vehicle to which the 
plates are to be assigned is less than the registration fee for that vehicle to which the 
license plates were last assigned. An owner assigning or transferring plates to another 
vehicle as provided herein shall be subject to the same assessments and penalties for 
use of the plates on another vehicle or for improper use of the plates, as he could have 
been for the use of the plates on the vehicle to which last assigned. Provided, however, 
that upon compliance with the requirements of this section, the registration plates of 
vehicles owned by and registered in the name of a corporation may be transferred and 
assigned to a like vehicle category within the meaning of G.S. 20-87 and 20-88, upon the 
showing that the vehicle to which the transfer and assignment is to be made is owned 
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by a corporation which is a wholly owned subsidiary of the corporation applying for 
such transfer and assignment.

§ 20-64(b) Upon a change of the name of a corporation or a change of the name under which 
a proprietorship or partnership is doing business, the corporation, partnership or 
proprietorship shall forthwith apply for correction of the certif�icate of title of all 
vehicles owned by such corporation, partnership or proprietorship so as to correctly 
ref�lect the name of the corporation or the name under which the proprietorship or 
partnership is doing business, and pay the fees required by law.

§ 20-64(c) Upon a change in the composition of a partnership, ownership of vehicles belonging 
to such partnership shall not be deemed to have changed so long as one partner of the 
predecessor partnership remains a partner in the reconstituted partnership, but the 
reconstituted partnership shall forthwith apply for correction of the certif�icate of title 
of all vehicles owned by such partnership so as to correctly ref�lect the composition of 
the partnership and the name under which it is doing business, if any, and pay the fees 
required by law.

§ 20-64(d) When a proprietorship or partnership is incorporated, the corporation shall retain 
license plates assigned to vehicles belonging to it and may use the same, provided the 
corporation applies for and obtains transfers of the certif�icates of title of all vehicles 
and pays the fees required by law.

§ 20-64(e) Upon death of the owner of a registered vehicle, such registration shall continue in 
force as a valid registration until the end of the year for which the license is issued 
unless ownership of the vehicle passes or is transferred to any person other than the 
surviving spouse before the end of the year.

§ 20-64(f) The owner or transferor of a registered vehicle who surrenders the registration plate 
to the division may secure a refund for the unexpired portion of such plate prorated 
on a monthly basis, beginning the f�irst day of the month following surrender of 
the plate to the division, provided the annual fee of such surrendered plate is sixty 
dollars ($60.00) or more. This refund may not exceed one half of the annual license fee. 
No refund shall be made unless the owner or transferor furnishes proof of f�inancial 
responsibility on the registered vehicle ef�fective until the date of the surrender of the 
plate. Proof of f�inancial responsibility shall be furnished in a manner prescribed by 
the Commissioner.
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§ 20-64(g) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall have the power to make such rules and 
regulations as he may deem necessary for the administration of transfers of license 
plates and vehicles under this Article.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1972 2007
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1937 c. 407, s. 28 E N A C T E D

02 1945 c. 576, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1947 c. 914, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1951 c. 188 A M E N D E D

05 1951 c. 819, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 1961 c. 360, s. 5 A M E N D E D

07 1963 cc. 1067, 1190 A M E N D E D

08 1967 c. 995 A M E N D E D

09 1973 c. 1134 A M E N D E D

10 1975 c. 716, s. 5 A M E N D E D

11 1981 c. 227 A M E N D E D

12 2004 S.L. 2004-167, s. 1 A M E N D E D

13 2004 S.L. 2004-199, s. 59 A M E N D E D

14 2007 S.L. 2007-491, s. 5 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N
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G.S. 20-87 (a) "vehicle category within the meaning of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-64 (2007).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-64(a) (2007).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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