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CHAPTER 20
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ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-53.

Application for specially constructed,
reconstructed, or foreign vehicle.
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In the event the vehicle to be registered is a specially constructed, reconstructed,
or foreign vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application, and with reference
to every foreign vehicle which has been registered outside of this State, the owner
shall surrender to the Division all registration cards, certificates of title or notarized
copies of original titles on vehicles 35 model years old and older, or other evidence
of such foreign registration as may be in his possession or under his control, except
as provided in subsection (b) hereof. After initial review, the Division shall return
to the owner any original titles presented on vehicles 35 model years old and older

appropriately marked indicating that the title has been previously submitted.

Where, in the course of interstate operation of a vehicle registered in another state, it
is desirable to retain registration of said vehicle in such other state, such applicant
need not surrender, but shall submit for inspection said evidence of such foreign
registration, and the Division in its discretion, and upon a proper showing, shall

register said vehicle in this State but shall not issue a certificate of title for such vehicle.

,(d) Repealed by Session Laws 1965, c. 734, s. 2.

No title shall be issued to an initial applicant for (i) out-of-state vehicles that are
1980 model year or older or (ii) a specially constructed vehicle prior to the completion
of a vehicle verification conducted by the License and Theft Bureau of the Division
of Motor Vehicles. These verifications shall be conducted as soon as practical. For

an out-of-state vehicle that is 1980 model year or older, this inspection shall consist
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of verifying the public vehicle identification number to ensure that it matches the
vehicle and ownership documents. No covert vehicle identification numbers are
to be examined on an out-of-state vehicle 1980 model year or older unless the
inspector develops probable cause to believe that the ownership documents or public
vehicle identification number presented does not match the vehicle being examined.
However, upon such application and the submission of any required documentation,
the Division shall be authorized to register the vehicle pending the completion of the
verification of the vehicle. The registration shall be valid for one year but shall not be

renewed unless and until the vehicle examination has been completed.

If an inspection and verification is not conducted by the License and Theft Bureau
of the Division of Motor Vehicles within 15 days after receiving a request for such
and the inspector has no probable cause to believe that the ownership documents
or public vehicle identification number presented does not match the vehicle being
examined, the vehicle shall be deemed to have satisfied all inspection and verif -
ication requirements and title shall issue to the owner within 15 days thereafter. If an
inspection and verification is timely performed and the vehicle passes the inspection
and verification, title shall issue to the owner within 15 days of the date of the

inspection.

If a vehicle owner desires a vehicle title classification change, he or she may, upon

proper application, be eligible for a reclassification.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1977 2016
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1937 c.407,5.18 ENACTED

02 1949 c. 675 AMENDED

03 1953 c. 853 AMENDED

04 1957 c. 1355 AMENDED
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05 1965 c.734,5.2 AMENDED

06 1975 c.716,5.5 AMENDED

o7 2009 S.L. 2009-405, s. 5 AMENDED

2 2013 S.L.2013-349, 5. 1 AMENDED

0 2016 S.L. 2016-90, s. 11(a) AMENDED
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-53 (2016).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-53(a) (2016).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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