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CHAPTER 20

.

ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-50.

Owner to secure registration and certif -
icate of title; temporary registration

markers.
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A vehicle intended to be operated upon any highway of this State must be registered
with the Division in accordance with G.S. 20-52, and the owner of the vehicle must
comply with G.S. 20-52 before operating the vehicle. A vehicle that is leased to an
individual who is a resident of this State is a vehicle intended to be operated upon a

highway of this State.

The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or the Commissioner's duly authorized agent is
empowered to grant a special one-way trip permit to move a vehicle without license
upon good cause being shown. When the owner of a vehicle leases the vehicle to a
carrier of passengers or property and the vehicle is actually used by the carrier in the
operation of its business, the license plates may be obtained by the lessee, upon written
consent of the owner, after the certificate of title has been obtained by the owner.
When the owner of a vehicle leases the vehicle to a farmer and the vehicle is actually
used by the farmer in the operation of a farm, the license plates may be obtained by
the farmer at the applicable farmer rate, upon written consent of the owner, after the
certificate of title has been obtained by the owner. The lessee shall make application
on an appropriate form furnished by the Division and file such evidence of the lease

as the Division may require.

The Division may issue a temporary license plate for a vehicle. A temporary license
plate is valid for the period set by the Division. The period may not be less than 10

days nor more than 60 days.
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A person may obtain a temporary license plate for a vehicle by filing an application
with the Division and paying the required fee. An application must be filed on a form

provided by the Division.

The fee for a temporary license plate that is valid for 10 days is ten dollars ($10.00). The
fee for a temporary license plate that is valid for more than 10 days is the amount that
would be required with an application for a license plate for the vehicle. If a person
obtains for a vehicle a temporary license plate that is valid for more than 10 days and
files an application for a license plate for that vehicle before the temporary license
plate expires, the person is not required to pay the fee that would otherwise be required

for the license plate.
A temporary license plate is subject to the following limitations and conditions:

(1) It may be issued only upon proper proof that the applicant has met the

applicable financial responsibility requirements.
(2) It expires on midnight of the day set for expiration.

(3) It may be used only on the vehicle for which issued and may not be transferred,

loaned, or assigned to another.
(4) If it is lost or stolen, the person who applied for it must notify the Division.
(5) It may not be issued by a dealer.

(6) The provisions of G.S. 20-63, 20-71, 20-110 and 20-111 that apply to license

plates apply to temporary license plates insofar as possible.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 L1 1 1 L1 1 | 1 1 1 1
1937 1976 2015

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1937 c.407,5.15 ENACTED
02 1943 c. 648 AMENDED
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C.246,s. 2
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c.552,5.1
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c.716,s.5
c.767,s. 1
c.39%4,s.1

S.L. 1999-438, s. 26
S.L. 2005-276, s. 44.1(j)
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
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appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 20-52 @) "with the Division in accordance with"
G.S. 20-63 (b)(6) "The provisions of"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-50 (2015).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-50(a) (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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