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§ 20-398(a) No carrier shall operate or attempt to operate any motor vehicle upon a highway, 
public street, or public vehicular area within the State in the transportation of 
household goods for compensation unless the name or trade name and the North 
Carolina number assigned to the carrier by the North Carolina Utilities Commission 
appear on each side of the vehicle in letters and f�igures not less than three inches high. 
The North Carolina number assigned to the carrier shall also be placed on the rear left 
upper quadrant of the vehicle in letters and f�igures not less than three inches high. In 
case of a tractor-trailer unit, the side markings must be on the tractor and the rear 
markings must be on the trailer. The markings required may be printed on the vehicle 
or on durable placards securely fastened on the vehicle.

§ 20-398(b) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the provisions of this section shall 
apply to every vehicle used by the carrier in his or her operation whether owned, 
rented, leased, or otherwise. However, if a vehicle is rented or leased, the words 
"Operated By" shall also appear above or preceding the name of the carrier, unless 
the vehicles are under permanent lease, in which case the name of the lessor and the 
words "Operated By" need not appear.

§ 20-398(c) The provisions of this section do not apply to carriers engaged only in interstate 
commerce. If the carrier is engaged in both interstate and intrastate commerce and is 
marked as required by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, then in that 
case, it will only be necessary for the carrier to print his or her North Carolina number 
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in a conspicuous place near his or her name in letters and f�igures corresponding in 
size with Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration regulations.

§ 20-398(d) Any person, whether carrier or any of�f�icer, employee, agent, or representative thereof, 
who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor and punished only 
by a f�ine of not more than f�ive hundred dollars ($500.00) for the f�irst of�fense and not 
more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) for any subsequent of�fense.

§ 20-398(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 20-383 to the contrary, any law enforcement 
of�f�icer with territorial jurisdiction is authorized to enforce the provisions of this 
section.  (2011-244, s. 1; 2021-23, s. 1.)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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