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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 12 - MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS AND MANUFACTURERS LICENSING LAW

N.C.G.S. § 20-287.

Licenses required; penalties.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 03:33 UTC ae20fe650bafe3232cac996e -
S.L.2021-134,s.1.1— sixth act 580460a8316dd1fac41591ae -

Carolina, as published by the . )
in the lineage 751eb8625bbe365¢
General Assembly

§20-287(a) License Required. - It shall be unlawful for any new motor vehicle dealer, used
motor vehicle dealer, motor vehicle sales representative, manufacturer, factory branch,
factory representative, distributor, distributor branch, distributor representative, or
wholesaler to engage in business in this State without first obtaining a license
as provided in this Article. If any motor vehicle dealer acts as a motor vehicle
sales representative, the dealer shall obtain a motor vehicle sales representative's
license in addition to a motor vehicle dealer's license. The sales representative
license shall show the name of each dealer or wholesaler employing the sales
representative. An individual who has submitted an application to the Division for
a sales representative license pursuant to G.S. 20-288(a) may engage in activities as a
sales representative while the application is pending under the following conditions:
(i) the sales representative applicant is actively and directly supervised by a licensed
motor vehicle dealer or a licensed sales representative designated by the dealer, (ii)
the applicant certifies in the application that the applicant has not been previously
denied a sales representative license for any dealer by the Division on nonprocedural
grounds, and (iii) the applicant has not been previously convicted of a felony. Any
license issued by the Division to a motor vehicle dealer, manufacturer, factory branch,
factory representative, distributor, distributor branch, distributor representative, or
wholesaler under this Article may not be assigned, sold, or otherwise transferred to

any other person or entity.

§20-287(b) Civil Penalty for Violations by Licensee. - In addition to any other punishment or
remedy under the law for any violation of this section, the Division may levy and

collect a civil penalty, in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each
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§ 20-287(c)
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violation, against any person who has obtained a license pursuant to this section, or is
an applicant for a license under this section, if it finds that the person has violated any
of the provisions of G.S. 20-285 through G.S. 20-303, Article 15 of this Chapter, or any
statute or rule adopted by the Division relating to the sale of vehicles, vehicle titling,
or vehicle registration. If the Division finds that a sales representative applicant has
violated any of these provisions, the penalty shall be assessed against the applicant
unless the Division finds that a dealership owner, manager, or officer had knowledge

of the violation before the application was submitted to the Division.

Civil Penalty for Violations by Person Without a License. - In addition to any other
punishment or remedy under the law for any violation of this section, the Division
may levy and collect a civil penalty, in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars
($5,000) for each violation, against any person who is required to obtain a license under
this section and has not obtained the license, if it finds that the person has violated
any of the provisions of G.S. 20-285 through G.S. 20-303, Article 15 of this Chapter,
or any statute or rule adopted by the Division relating to the sale of vehicles, vehicle

titling, or vehicle registration.
APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 1 1 1 1
1955 1988 2021

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1955 c.1243,5.3 ENACTED
02 1991 C.662,s.2 AMENDED
= 2001 S.L. 2001-345, 5. 1 AMENDED
o 2005 S.L. 2005-99, s. 1 AMENDED
05 2019 S.L.2019-181, 5. 1 AMENDED
g 2021 S.L.2021-134, s. 1.1 AMENDED
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3 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 20-288(a) @ "a sales representative license pursuant to"

G.S. 20-285 (b) "violated any of the provisions of"

G.S. 20-303 (b) "the provisions of G.S. 20-285 through”
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FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-287 (2021).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-287(a) (2021).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1955, c. 1243, s. 3; 1991, c. 662, s. 2; 2001-345, s. 1; 2005-99, s. 1; 2019-181, s. 1; 2021-134, s. 1.1.)
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