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§ 20-279.5(a) When the Division receives a report of a reportable accident under G.S. 20-166.1, the 
Commissioner must determine whether the owner or driver of a vehicle involved in 
the accident must f�ile security under this Article and, if so, the amount of security the 
owner or driver must f�ile. The Commissioner must make this determination at the end 
of 20 days after receiving the report.

§ 20-279.5(b) The Commissioner shall, within 60 days after the receipt of such report of a motor 
vehicle accident, suspend the license of each operator and each owner of a motor 
vehicle in any manner involved in such accident, and if such operator or owner is a 
nonresident the privilege of operating a motor vehicle within this State, unless such 
operator or owner, or both, shall deposit security in the sum so determined by the 
Commissioner; provided, notice of such suspension shall be sent by the Commissioner 
to such operator and owner not less than 10 days prior to the ef�fective date of such 
suspension and shall state the amount required as security; provided further, the 
provisions of this Article requiring the deposit of security and the suspension of 
license for failure to deposit security shall not apply to an operator or owner who 
would otherwise be required to deposit security in an amount not in excess of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00). Where erroneous information is given the Commissioner 
with respect to the matters set forth in subdivisions (1), (2) or (3) of subsection (c) 
of this section or with respect to the ownership or operation of the vehicle, the 
extent of damage and injuries, or any other matters which would have af�fected the 
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Commissioner's action had the information been previously submitted, he shall take 
appropriate action as hereinbefore provided, within 60 days after receipt by him of 
correct information with respect to said matters. The Commissioner, upon request 
and in his discretion, may postpone the ef�fective date of the suspension provided in 
this section by 15 days if, in his opinion, such extension would aid in accomplishing 
settlements of claims by persons involved in accidents.

§ 20-279.5(c) This section shall not apply under the conditions stated in G.S. 20-279.6 nor:

(1) To such operator or owner if such owner had in ef�fect at the time of such 
accident an automobile liability policy with respect to the motor vehicle 
involved in such accident;

(2) To such operator, if not the owner of such motor vehicle, if there was in ef�fect 
at the time of such accident a motor vehicle liability policy or bond with respect 
to his operation of motor vehicles not owned by him;

(3) To such operator or owner if the liability of such operator or owner for damages 
resulting from such accident is, in the judgment of the Commissioner, covered 
by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond or sinking fund or group 
assumption of liability;

(4) To any person qualifying as a self-insurer, nor to any operator for a self-insurer 
if, in the opinion of the Commissioner from the information furnished him, 
the operator at the time of the accident was probably operating the vehicle 
in the course of the operator's employment as an employee or of�f�icer of the 
self-insurer; nor

(5) To any employee of the United States government while operating a vehicle 
in its service and while acting within the scope of his employment, such 
operations being fully protected by the Federal Tort Claims Act of 1946, which 
af�fords ample security to all persons sustaining personal injuries or property 
damage through the negligence of such federal employee.

No such policy or bond shall be ef�fective under this section unless issued by an 
insurance company or surety company authorized to do business in this State, except 
that if such motor vehicle was not registered in this State, or was a motor vehicle 
which was registered elsewhere than in this State at the ef�fective date of the policy 
or bond, or the most recent renewal thereof, or if such operator not an owner was a 
nonresident of this State, such policy or bond shall not be ef�fective under this section 
unless the insurance company or surety company if not authorized to do business in 
this State shall execute a power of attorney authorizing the Commissioner to accept 
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service on its behalf of notice or process in any action upon such policy, or bond arising 
out of such accident, and unless said insurance company or surety company, if not 
authorized to do business in this State, is authorized to do business in the state or 
other jurisdiction where the motor vehicle is registered or, if such policy or bond is 
f�iled on behalf of an operator not an owner who was a nonresident of this State, unless 
said insurance company or surety company, if not authorized to do business in this 
State, is authorized to do business in the state or other jurisdiction of residence of 
such operator; provided, however, every such policy or bond is subject, if the accident 
has resulted in bodily injury or death, to a limit, exclusive of interest and cost, of not 
less than f�ifty thousand dollars ($50,000) because of bodily injury to or death of one 
person in any one accident and, subject to said limit for one person, to a limit of not 
less than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) because of bodily injury to or death 
of two or more persons in any one accident, and, if the accident has resulted in injury 
to or destruction of property, to a limit of not less than f�ifty thousand dollars ($50,000) 
because of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 6  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1953 1989 2024
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1953 c. 1300, s. 5 E N A C T E D

02 1955 cc. 138, 854 A M E N D E D

03 1955 c. 855, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1955 c. 1152, ss. 4-8 A M E N D E D

05 1955 c. 1355 A M E N D E D

06 1967 c. 277, s. 2 A M E N D E D

07 1971 c. 763, s. 3 A M E N D E D

08 1973 c. 745, s. 2 A M E N D E D

09 1979 c. 832, s. 2 A M E N D E D
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10 1983 c. 691, s. 2 A M E N D E D

11 1991 c. 469, s. 2 A M E N D E D

12 1991 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 837, s. 10 A M E N D E D

13 1995 c. 191, s. 5 A M E N D E D

14 1999 S.L. 1999-228, s. 2 A M E N D E D

15 2023 S.L. 2023-133, s. 12(b) A M E N D E D

16 2024 S.L. 2024-29, s. 8(c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-166.1 (a) "report of a reportable accident under"

G.S. 20-279.6 (c) "apply under the conditions stated in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-279.5 (2024).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-279.5(a) (2024).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1953, c. 1300, s. 5; 1955, cc. 138, 854; c. 855, s. 1; c. 1152, ss. 4-8; c. 1355; 1967, c. 277, s. 2; 1971, c. 763, s. 3; 1973, c. 745, s. 
2; 1979, c. 832, s. 2; 1983, c. 691, s. 2; 1991, c. 469, s. 2; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 837, s. 10; 1995, c. 191, s. 5; 1999-228, s. 2; 
2023-133, s. 12(b); 2024-29, s. 8(c).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 4fe5c244…6c7996


