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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 7 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES

N.C.G.S. § 20-219.2.

Removal of unauthorized vehicles from
private lots.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 05:36 UTC 149b853aac52c876f8444b5d -
. . S.L. 2013-241,s. 2 — 67c359845227b9f6cc8d4ess -
Carolina, as published by the ) .
seventeenth act in the lineage 8f3c9003baeb6437
General Assembly
§20-219.2(a) It shall be unlawful for any person other than the owner or lessee of a privately owned

or leased parking space to park a motor or other vehicle in such private parking space
without the express permission of the owner or lessee of such space if the private
parking lot is clearly designated as such by legible signs no smaller than 24 inches by 24
inches prominently displayed at all entrances thereto, displaying the current name and
current phone number of the towing and storage company, and, if individually owned
or leased, the parking lot or spaces within the lot are clearly marked by signs setting
forth the name of each individual lessee or owner. A vehicle parked in a privately
owned parking space in violation of this section may be removed from such space upon
the written request of the parking space owner or lessee to a place of storage and the
registered owner of such motor vehicle shall become liable for removal and storage
charges. Any person who removes a vehicle pursuant to this section shall not be held
liable for damages for the removal of the vehicle to the owner, lienholder or other
person legally entitled to the possession of the vehicle removed; however, any person
who intentionally or negligently damages a vehicle in the removal of such vehicle,
or intentionally or negligently inflicts injury upon any person in the removal of such
vehicle, may be held liable for damages. The provisions of this section shall not apply

until 72 hours after the required signs are posted.

§20-219.2(a1) If any vehicle is removed pursuant to this section and there is a place of storage within
15 miles, the vehicle shall not be transported for storage more than 15 miles from the
place of removal. For all other vehicles, the vehicle shall not be transported for storage

more than 25 miles from the place of removal.
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Any person who tows or stores a vehicle subject to this section shall inform the owner

in writing at the time of retrieval of the vehicle that the owner has the right to pay the

amount of the lien asserted, request immediate possession, and contest the lien for

towing charges pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 44A-4.

Any person who tows or stores a vehicle subject to this section shall not require any

person retrieving a vehicle to sign any waiver of rights or other similar document as a

condition of the release of the person's vehicle, other than a form acknowledging the

release and receipt of the vehicle.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of an

infraction and upon conviction shall be only penalized not less than one hundred fifty

dollars ($150.00) in the discretion of the court.

This section shall apply only to the Counties of Craven, Cumberland, Dare, Forsyth,

Gaston, Guilford, Mecklenburg, New Hanover, Orange, Richmond, Robeson, Wake,

Wilson and municipalities in those counties, and to the Cities of Durham, Jacksonville,

Charlotte and Fayetteville.

The provisions of this section shall not be interpreted to preempt the authority of any

county or municipality to enact ordinances regulating towing from private lots, as

authorized by general law.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1969 1991 2013
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1969 cc. 173, 288 SNEE

02 1971 c. 986 SNERDES

03 1973 c.183 RENEE
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c.981,s. 1

c. 1330, s. 36

c. 575

c. 380

2nd Sess., c. 1119
1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1251, 5. 3
c. 417

c.644,s. 1

c. 539, 5. 383

Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c)
S.L. 2008-68, s. 1
S.L.2010-134, s. 1

S.L. 2013-190, s. 1

S.L.2013-241,s. 2
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
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appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 44A-4 (@2) "charges pursuant to the provisions of”
APPARATUS 111 g .

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-219.2 (2013).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-219.2(a) (2013).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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2010-134, s. 1; 2013-190, s. 1; 2013-241, s. 2.)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 149b853a...eb6437




