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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3A - SAFETY AND EMISSIONS INSPECTION PROGRAM

N.C.G.S. §20-183.8.

Infractions and criminal offenses for
violations of inspection requirements.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026,03:37 UTC ~ 97cb477e95187c0ecd37a860 -
. . S.L. 2022-68, s. 8(a) — 918d1f35e646814b3970c0db -
Carolina, as published by the ; ) )
sixteenth act in the lineage 180389b4c746¢5eb
General Assembly
§20-183.8(a) Infractions. - A person who does any of the following commits an infraction and, if
INFGAACITENR found responsible, is liable for a penalty of up to fifty dollars ($50.00):
(1) Operates a motor vehicle that is subject to inspection under this Part on a
p J p

highway or public vehicular area in the State when the vehicle has not been
inspected in accordance with this Part, as evidenced by the vehicle's lack of a

current electronic inspection authorization or otherwise.

(2) Allows an electronic inspection authorization to be issued to a vehicle owned or
operated by that person, knowing that the vehicle was not inspected before the

electronic inspection authorization was issued or was not inspected properly.

(3) Issues an electronic inspection authorization on a vehicle, knowing or
having reasonable grounds to know that an inspection of the vehicle was
not performed or was performed improperly. A person who is cited for a
civil penalty under G.S. 20-183.8B for an emissions violation involving the
inspection of a vehicle may not be charged with an infraction under this

subdivision based on that same vehicle.

) Alters the original certified configuration or data link connectors of a vehicle
in such a way as to make an emissions inspection by analysis of data provided

by on-board diagnostic (OBD) equipment inaccurate or impossible.

(5) Fails to inspect a used motor vehicle before it is offered for retail sale, as
required by G.S. 20-183.4C. This subdivision only applies to motor vehicle
dealers, as defined in G.S. 20-286.
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§20-183.8(b)

INFRACTION

§20-183.8(b1)

§ 20-183.8(c)

CLASS | FELONY

Defenses to Infractions. - Any of the following is a defense to a violation under

subsection (a) of this section:

&)

(4)

The vehicle was continuously out of State for at least the 30 days preceding the
date the electronic inspection authorization expired and a current electronic
inspection authorization was obtained within 10 days after the vehicle came

back to the State.

The vehicle displays a dealer license plate or a transporter plate, the dealer
repossessed the vehicle or otherwise acquired the vehicle within the last 10
days, and the vehicle is being driven from its place of acquisition to the dealer's

place of business or to an inspection station.
Repealed by Session Laws 1997-29, s. 5.

The charged infraction is described in subdivision (a)(1) of this section, the
vehicle is subject to a safety inspection or an emissions inspection and the
vehicle owner establishes in court that the vehicle was inspected after the
citation was issued and within 30 days of the expiration date of the inspection
sticker that was on the vehicle or the electronic inspection authorization was

issued to the vehicle when the citation was issued.

A person who performs a safety inspection without a license, as required under

G.S. 20-183.4, or an emissions inspection without a license, as required under

G.S. 20-183.4A, is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Felony. - A person who does any of the following commits a Class I felony:

1)

(2

(3)

Forges an inspection sticker or inspection receipt.

Buys, sells, issues, or possesses a forged inspection sticker or electronic

inspection authorization.

Buys, sells, issues, or possesses an electronic inspection authorization other

than as the result of either of the following:

a.Having a license as an inspection station, a self-inspector, or an inspection mechanic

and obtaining the electronic inspection authorization from the Division through an

electronic authorization vendor in the course of business.

b.A vehicle inspection in which the vehicle passed the inspection or for which the

vehicle received a waiver.
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) Solicits or accepts anything of value in order to pass a vehicle that fails a safety

or emissions inspection.

(5) Fails a vehicle for any reason not authorized by law.
END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED
APPARATUS | .
e nore Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1994 2022
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1965 c.734,5.1 ENACTED
02 1967 €.692,5.3 AMENDED
03 1969 . 179,s. 1 AMENDED
5 1969 c. 620 AMENDED
05 1973 cc. 909, 1322 AMENDED
06 1975 c.716,5.5 AMENDED
07 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1180, s. 4 AMENDED
08 1985 c.764,5.23 AMENDED
) 1985 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 852, 5. 17 AMENDED
10 1985 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 754, s. 1 AMENDED
i 1997 S.L.1997-29, 5.5 AMENDED
12 1999 S.L. 1999-452, 5. 25 AMENDED
18 2001 S.L. 2001-504, s. 13 AMENDED
4 2007 S.L. 2007-503, s. 14 AMENDED
15 2009 S.L. 2009-319, 5. 5 AMENDED
16 2022 S.L. 2022-68, 5. 8(a) AMENDED

APPARATUS Il
5 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 20-183.8B @) "cited for a civil penalty under"

G.S. 20-183.4C @0s) "for retail sale, as required by"

G.S. 20-286 (@)(®) "motor vehicle dealers, as defined in"

G.S.20-183.4 (b1) "without a license, as required under”

G.S. 20-183.4A (b1) "without a license, as required under"
APPARATUS 111 o

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-183.8 (2022).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-183.8(a) (2022).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1965, c. 734, s. 1; 1967, c. 692, s. 3; 1969, c. 179, s. 1; c. 620; 1973, cc. 909, 1322; 1975, c. 716, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1180, s.
4; 1985, c. 764, s. 23; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 852, s. 17; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 754, s. 1; 1997-29, s. 5; 1999-452, s. 25;
2001-504, s. 13; 2007-503, s. 14; 2009-319, s. 5; 2022-68, s. 8(a).)
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