
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  2 0 - 1 8 3 . 4

C H A P T E R  2 0
A R T I C L E  3 A  -  S A F E T Y A N D  E M I S S I O N S  I N S P E C T I O N  P R O G R A M

N.C.G.S. § 20-183.4.

License required to perform safety 
inspection; qualif�ications for license.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2024-46, s. 2(a) — eighth 
act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 03:35 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

ab2fb7df�01ae595c�41da66ea�-

c940e678�b458bd3f�300d256a�-

121d205e�f52510d7�

§ 20-183.4(a) License Required. - A safety inspection must be performed by one of the following 
methods:

(1) At a station that has a safety inspection station license issued by the Division 
and by a mechanic who is employed by the station and has a safety inspection 
mechanic license issued by the Division.

(2) At a place of business of a person who has a safety self-inspector license issued 
by the Division and by an individual who has a safety inspection mechanic 
license issued by the Division.

(3) A low-speed vehicle safety inspection may be performed at a location other 
than the inspection station by a station that has a safety inspection station 
license issued by the Division and by a mechanic who is employed by the station 
and has a safety inspection mechanic license issued by the Division.

§ 20-183.4(b) Station Qualif�ications. - An applicant for a license as a safety inspection station must 
meet all of the following requirements:
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(1) Have a place of business that has adequate facilities, space, and equipment 
to conduct a safety inspection. A place of business designated in a station 
license that has been suspended or revoked cannot be the designated place for 
any other license applicant during the period of the suspension or revocation, 
unless the Division f�inds that operation of the place of business as an inspection 
station during this period by the license applicant would not defeat the 
purpose of the suspension or revocation because the license applicant has no 
connection with the person whose license was suspended or revoked or because 
of another reason. A f�inding made by the Division under this subdivision must 
be set out in a written statement that includes the f�inding and the reason for 
the f�inding.

(2) Regularly employ at least one mechanic who has a safety inspection mechanic 
license.

(3) Designate the individual who will be responsible for the day-to-day operation 
of the station. The individual designated must be of good character and have a 
reputation for honesty.

(4) Have equipment and software approved by the Division to transfer information 
on safety inspections to the Division by electronic means. During the initial 
implementation of the electronic inspection process, the vendor selected by 
the Division shall provide the equipment and software at no cost to a station 
that holds a license on October 1, 2008.

§ 20-183.4(c) Mechanic Qualif�ications. - An applicant for a license as a safety inspection mechanic 
must meet all of the following requirements:

(1) Have successfully completed an eight-hour course approved by the Division 
that teaches students about the safety equipment a motor vehicle is required to 
have to pass a safety inspection and how to conduct a safety inspection using 
equipment to electronically transmit the vehicle information and inspection 
results.

(2) Have a drivers license.

(3) Be of good character and have a reputation for honesty.

§ 20-183.4(d) Self-Inspector Qualif�ications. - An applicant for a license as a safety self-inspector 
must meet all of the following requirements:

(1) Operate a f�leet of at least 10 vehicles that are subject to a safety inspection.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 ab2fb7df…2510d7



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  2 0 - 1 8 3 . 4

(2) Regularly employ or contract with an individual who has a safety inspection 
mechanic license and who will perform a safety inspection on the vehicles that 
are part of the self-inspector's f�leet.
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8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1965 1995 2024

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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