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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S.§20-171.9.

Requirements for helmet and restraining
seat use.
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With regard to any bicycle used on a public roadway, public bicycle path, or other public right-of-way:

§20-171.9(a) It shall be unlawful for any parent or legal guardian of a person below the age of 16 to
knowingly permit that person to operate or be a passenger on a bicycle unless at all
times when the person is so engaged he or she wears a protective bicycle helmet of

good fit fastened securely upon the head with the straps of the helmet.

§20-171.9(b) It shall be unlawful for any parent or legal guardian of a person below the age of 16 to
knowingly permit that person to be a passenger on a bicycle unless all of the following

conditions are met:
(1) The person is able to maintain an erect, seated position on the bicycle.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, the person is properly

seated alone on a saddle seat (as on a tandem bicycle).

(3) With respect to any person who weighs less than 40 pounds, or is less than 40
inches in height, the person can be and is properly seated in and adequately

secured to a restraining seat.

§20-171.9(c) No negligence or liability shall be assessed on or imputed to any party on account of

a violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this section.

§20-171.9(d) Violation of this section shall be an infraction. Except as provided in subsection (e)

LRR SN of this section, any parent or guardian found responsible for violation of this section
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may be ordered to pay a civil fine of up to ten dollars ($10.00), inclusive of all penalty

assessments and court costs.

§20-171.9(e) In the case of a first conviction of this section, the court may waive the fine

INFRASUIEI upon receipt of satisfactory proof that the person responsible for the infraction has
purchased or otherwise obtained, as appropriate, a protective bicycle helmet or a
restraining seat, and uses and intends to use it whenever required under this section.
(2001-268, s. 1.)

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS III

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-171.9 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-171.9(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 c27b0c00...d815ba




