
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  2 0 - 1 7. 1

C H A P T E R  2 0
A R T I C L E  2  -  U N I F O R M  D R I V E R ' S  L I C E N S E  A C T

N.C.G.S. § 20-17.1.

Revocation of license of mental 
incompetents, alcoholics and habitual 
users of narcotic drugs.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2008-182, s. 1 — 
fourteenth act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 04:20 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

cf800a6c�3433f44c�5dc519e1�-

426b6dee�8c702617�5f4780de�-

e4be3522�a6dbc513�

§ 20-17.1(a) The Commissioner, upon receipt of notice that any person has been legally adjudicated 
incompetent or has been involuntarily committed to an institution for the treatment 
of alcoholism or drug addiction, shall forthwith make inquiry into the facts for the 
purpose of determining whether such person is competent to operate a motor vehicle. 
If a person has been adjudicated incompetent under Chapter 35A of the General 
Statutes, in making an inquiry into the facts, the Commissioner shall consider the 
clerk of court's recommendation regarding whether the incompetent person should 
be allowed to retain his or her driving privilege. Unless the Commissioner is satisf�ied 
that such person is competent to operate a motor vehicle with safety to persons and 
property, he shall revoke such person's driving privilege. Provided that if such person 
requests, in writing, a hearing, he shall retain his license until after the hearing, and 
if the revocation is sustained after such hearing, the person whose driving privilege 
has been revoked under the provisions of this section, shall have the right to a review 
by the review board as provided in G.S. 20-9(g)(4) upon written request f�iled with the 
Division.

§ 20-17.1(b) If any person shall be adjudicated as incompetent or is involuntarily committed for the 
treatment of alcoholism or drug addiction, the clerk of the court in which any such 
adjudication is made shall forthwith send a certif�ied copy of abstract thereof to the 
Commissioner.
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§ 20-17.1(c) Repealed by Session Laws 1973, c. 475, s. 31/2.

§ 20-17.1(d) It is the intent of this section that the provisions herein shall be carried out by 
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles for the safety of the motoring public. The 
Commissioner shall have authority to make such agreements as are necessary with 
the persons in charge of every institution of any nature for the care and treatment of 
alcoholics or habitual users of narcotic drugs, to ef�fectively carry out the duty hereby 
imposed and the person in charge of the institutions described above shall cooperate 
with and assist the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles.

§ 20-17.1(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 8-53, 8-53.2, and Article 3 of Chapter 122C of 
the General Statutes, the person or persons in charge of any institution as set out in 
subsection (a) hereinabove shall furnish such information as may be required for the 
ef�fective enforcement of this section. Information furnished to the Division of Motor 
Vehicles as provided herein shall be conf�idential and the Commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles shall be subject to the same penalties and is granted the same protection as is 
the department, institution or individual furnishing such information. No criminal or 
civil action may be brought against any person or agency who shall provide or submit 
to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or his authorized agents the information as 
required herein.

§ 20-17.1(f) Revocations under this section may be reviewed as provided in G.S. 20-9(g)(4).

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1947 1978 2008
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1947 c. 1006, s. 9 E N A C T E D

02 1953 c. 1300, s. 36 A M E N D E D

03 1955 c. 1187, s. 16 A M E N D E D
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04 1969 c. 186, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1969 c. 1125 A M E N D E D

06 1971 c. 208, ss. 1, 11/2 A M E N D E D

07 1971 c. 401, s. 1 A M E N D E D

08 1971 c. 767 A M E N D E D

09 1973 c. 475, s. 31/2 A M E N D E D

10 1973 c. 1362 A M E N D E D

11 1975 c. 716, s. 5 A M E N D E D

12 1983 c. 768, s. 3 A M E N D E D

13 1987 c. 720, s. 1 A M E N D E D

14 2008 S.L. 2008-182, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-9(g)(4) (a) "the review board as provided in"

G.S. 8-53 (e) "Notwithstanding the provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-17.1 (2008).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-17.1(a) (2008).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1947, c. 1006, s. 9; 1953, c. 1300, s. 36; 1955, c. 1187, s. 16; 1969, c. 186, s. 1; c. 1125; 1971, c. 208, ss. 1, 11/2; c. 401, s. 1; c. 
767; 1973, c. 475, s. 31/2; c. 1362; 1975, c. 716, s. 5; 1983, c. 768, s. 3; 1987, c. 720, s. 1; 2008-182, s. 1.)
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