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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-169.

Powers of local authorities.
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Local authorities, except as expressly authorized by G.S. 20-141 and 20-158, shall have no power or authority
to alter any speed limitations declared in this Article or to enact or enforce any rules or regulations contrary
to the provisions of this Article, except that local authorities shall have power to provide by ordinances for

any of the following:

Regulating traffic by means of traffic or semaphores or other signaling devices on any portion of the

highway where traffic is heavy or continuous.

Prohibiting other than one-way traffic upon certain highways.
Regulating the use of the highways by processions or assemblages.
Regulating the speed of vehicles on highways in public parks.

Authorizing law enforcement or fire department vehicles, ambulances, and rescue squad emergency service
vehicles, equipped with a siren to preempt any traffic signals upon city streets within local authority
boundaries or, with the approval of the Department of Transportation, on State highways within the
boundaries of local authorities. The Department of Transportation shall respond to requests for approval

within 60 days of receipt of a request.

Signs shall be erected giving notices of the special limits and regulations under subdivisions (1) through (4)

of this section.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1968 1999
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1937 c. 407,5. 131 ENACTED
02 1949 c.947,5.2 AMENDED
03 1955 c.384,s.2 AMENDED
04 1963 c. 559 AMENDED
L3 1973 €.507,s.5 AMENDED
06 1979 c.298,5.2 AMENDED
o7 1991 c. 530, .5 AMENDED
L 1999 S.L. 1999-310, 5. 1 AMENDED
S rnom Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 20-141 "authorities, except as expressly authorized by"
APPARATUS Il . .

Citation
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-169 (1999).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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