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§ 20-166.2(a)

C L A S S  H  F E L O N Y

The passenger of any vehicle who knows or reasonably should know that the vehicle in 
which he or she is a passenger is involved in an accident or collision shall not willfully 
leave the scene of the accident by acting as the driver of a vehicle involved in the 
accident until a law enforcement of�f�icer completes the investigation of the accident 
or collision or authorizes the passenger to leave, unless remaining at the scene places 
the passenger or others at signif�icant risk of injury.

Prior to the completion of the investigation of the accident by a law enforcement of�-
f�icer, or the consent of the of�f�icer to leave, the passenger may not facilitate, allow, 
or agree to the removal of the vehicle from the scene, for any purpose other than to 
call for a law enforcement of�f�icer, to call for medical assistance or medical treatment 
as set forth in subsection (b) of this section, or to remove oneself or others from 
a signif�icant risk of injury. If the passenger does leave the scene of an accident by 
driving a vehicle involved in the accident for a reason permitted by this subsection, 
the passenger must return with the vehicle to the accident scene within a reasonable 
period of time, unless otherwise instructed by a law enforcement of�f�icer. A willful 
violation of this subsection is a Class H felony if the accident or collision is described 
in G.S. 20-166(a). A willful violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor if the 
accident or collision is a reportable accident described in G.S. 20-166(c).

§ 20-166.2(b) In addition to complying with the requirement of subsection (a) of this section, the 
passenger shall give the passenger's name, address, drivers license number, and the 
license plate number of the vehicle in which the passenger was riding, if possible, to 
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the person struck or the driver or occupants of any vehicle collided with, provided 
that the person or persons are physically and mentally capable of receiving the 
information, and shall render to any person injured in the accident or collision 
reasonable assistance, including the calling for medical assistance if it is apparent that 
such assistance is necessary or is requested by the injured person. A violation of this 
subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor. (2005-460, s. 2.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-166(a) (a) "accident or collision is described in"

G.S. 20-166(c) (a) "is a reportable accident described in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-166.2 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-166.2(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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