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§ 20-161(a) No person shall park or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, 
upon the main-traveled portion of any highway or highway bridge with the speed 
limit posted less than 45 miles per hour unless the vehicle is disabled to such an 
extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving the vehicle 
upon the paved or main traveled portion of the highway or highway bridge. This 
subsection shall not apply to a solid waste vehicle stopped on a highway while engaged 
in collecting garbage as def�ined in G.S. 20-118(c)(5)g. or recyclable material as def�ined 
in G.S. 130A-290(a)(26).

§ 20-161(a1) No person shall park or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, 
upon the paved or main-traveled portion of any highway or highway bridge with the 
speed limit posted 45 miles per hour or greater unless the vehicle is disabled to such 
an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving the vehicle 
upon the paved or main-traveled portion of the highway or highway bridge. This 
subsection shall not apply to a solid waste vehicle stopped on a highway while engaged 
in collecting garbage as def�ined in G.S. 20-118(c)(5)g. or recyclable material as def�ined 
in G.S. 130A-290(a)(26).

§ 20-161(b) No person shall park or leave standing any vehicle upon the shoulder of a public 
highway unless the vehicle can be clearly seen by approaching drivers from a distance 
of 200 feet in both directions and does not obstruct the normal movement of traf�f�ic.
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§ 20-161(c) The operator of any truck, truck tractor, trailer or semitrailer which is disabled upon 
any portion of the highway shall display warning devices of a type and in a manner 
as required under the rules and regulations of the United States Department of 
Transportation as adopted by the Division of Motor Vehicles. Such warning devices 
shall be displayed as long as the vehicle is disabled.

§ 20-161(d) The owner of any vehicle parked or left standing in violation of law shall be deemed 
to have appointed any investigating law-enforcement of�f�icer his agent:

(1) For the purpose of removing the vehicle to the shoulder of the highway or to 
some other suitable place; and

(2) For the purpose of arranging for the transportation and safe storage of any 
vehicle which is interfering with the regular f�low of traf�f�ic or which otherwise 
constitutes a hazard, in which case the of�f�icer shall be deemed a legal possessor 
of the vehicle within the meaning of G.S. 44A-2(d).

§ 20-161(e) When any vehicle is parked or left standing upon the right-of-way of a public 
highway, including rest areas, for a period of 24 hours or more, the owner shall be 
deemed to have appointed any investigating law-enforcement of�f�icer his agent for the 
purpose of arranging for the transportation and safe storage of such vehicle and such 
investigating law-enforcement of�f�icer shall be deemed a legal possessor of the motor 
vehicle within the meaning of that term as it appears in G.S. 44A-2(d).

§ 20-161(f) An investigating law enforcement of�f�icer, with the concurrence of the Department 
of Transportation, or the Department of Transportation, with the concurrence of 
an investigating law enforcement of�f�icer, may immediately remove or cause to 
be removed from the State highway system any wrecked, abandoned, disabled, 
unattended, burned, or partially dismantled vehicle, cargo, or other personal property 
interfering with the regular f�low of traf�f�ic or which otherwise constitutes a hazard. 
In the event of a motor vehicle crash involving serious personal injury or death, no 
removal shall occur until the investigating law enforcement of�f�icer determines that 
adequate information has been obtained for preparation of a crash report. No state or 
local law enforcement of�f�icer, Department of Transportation employee, or person or 
f�irm contracting or assisting in the removal or disposition of any such vehicle, cargo, 
or other personal property shall be held criminally or civilly liable for any damage or 
economic injury related to carrying out or enforcing the provisions of this section.
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§ 20-161(g) The owner shall  be liable for  any costs  incurred in the removal,  storage,  and 
subsequent disposition of a vehicle, cargo, or other personal property under the 
authority of this section.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 0  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1976 2015

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1937 c. 407, s. 123 E N A C T E D

02 1951 c. 1165, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1971 c. 294, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1973 c. 1330, s. 25 A M E N D E D

05 1985 c. 454, s. 6 A M E N D E D

06 2003 S.L. 2003-310, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 2007 S.L. 2007-360, ss. 4, 5 A M E N D E D

08 2009 S.L. 2009-104, s. 1 A M E N D E D

09 2010 S.L. 2010-132, ss. 13, 14, 15 A M E N D E D

10 2015 S.L. 2015-231, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-118(c)(5) (a) "in collecting garbage as def�ined in"

G.S. 130A-290(a)(26) (a) "or recyclable material as def�ined in"

G.S. 44A-2(d) (d)(2) "the vehicle within the meaning of"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-161 (2015).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-161(a) (2015).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1937, c. 407, s. 123; 1951, c. 1165, s. 1; 1971, c. 294, s. 1; 1973, c. 1330, s. 25; 1985, c. 454, s. 6; 2003-310, s. 1; 2007-360, ss. 4, 
5; 2009-104, s. 1; 2010-132, ss. 13, 14, 15; 2015-231, s. 1.)
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