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§ 20-150(a) The driver of a vehicle shall not drive to the left side of the center of a highway, in 
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, unless such 
left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traf�f�ic for a suf�f�icient distance ahead 
to permit such overtaking and passing to be made in safety.

§ 20-150(b) The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction upon the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where the 
driver's view along the highway is obstructed within a distance of 500 feet.

§ 20-150(c) The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass any other vehicle proceeding in 
the same direction at any railway grade crossing nor at any intersection of highway 
unless permitted so to do by a traf�f�ic or police of�f�icer. For the purposes of this section 
the words "intersection of highway" shall be def�ined and limited to intersections 
designated and marked by the Department of Transportation by appropriate signs, 
and street intersections in cities and towns.

§ 20-150(d) The driver of a vehicle shall not drive to the left side of the centerline of a highway 
upon the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where such centerline has 
been placed upon such highway by the Department of Transportation, and is visible.

§ 20-150(e) The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass another on any portion of the 
highway which is marked by signs, markers or markings placed by the Department of 
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Transportation stating or clearly indicating that passing should not be attempted. The 
prohibition in this section shall not apply when the overtaking and passing is done in 
accordance with all of the following:

(1) The slower moving vehicle to be passed is a bicycle or a moped.

(2) The slower moving vehicle is proceeding in the same direction as the faster 
moving vehicle.

(3) The driver of the faster moving vehicle either (i) provides a minimum of four 
feet between the faster moving vehicle and the slower moving vehicle or (ii) 
completely enters the left lane of the highway.

(4) The operator of the slower moving vehicle is not (i) making a left turn or (ii) 
signaling in accordance with G.S. 20-154 that he or she intends to make a left 
turn.

(5) The driver of the faster moving vehicle complies with all other applicable 
requirements set forth in this section.

§ 20-150(e1) The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass self-propelled farm equipment 
proceeding in the same direction when the farm equipment is (i) making a left turn 
or (ii) signaling that it intends to make a left turn.

§ 20-150(f) The foregoing limitations shall not apply upon a one-way street nor to the driver of a 
vehicle turning left in or from an alley, private road, or driveway.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 1  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1979 2020
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1937 c. 407, s. 112 E N A C T E D

02 1955 c. 862 A M E N D E D

03 1955 c. 913, s. 2 A M E N D E D
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04 1957 c. 65, s. 11 A M E N D E D

05 1969 c. 13 A M E N D E D

06 1973 c. 507, s. 5 A M E N D E D

07 1973 c. 1330, s. 16 A M E N D E D

08 1977 c. 464, s. 34 A M E N D E D

09 1979 c. 472 A M E N D E D

10 2016 S.L. 2016-90, s. 5.5(a) A M E N D E D

11 2020 S.L. 2020-18, s. 2(a) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-154 (e)(4) "or (ii) signaling in accordance with"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-150 (2020).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-150(a) (2020).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1937, c. 407, s. 112; 1955, c. 862; c. 913, s. 2; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1969, c. 13; 1973, c. 507, s. 5; c. 1330, s. 16; 1977, c. 464, s. 34; 
1979, c. 472; 2016-90, s. 5.5(a); 2020-18, s. 2(a).)
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